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The timings of the day can be seen above, and you will see that:  
 

a) We will return to one break as we did before the March 2020 closures due to the pandemic.  
b) We will move lunch to slightly later in the day.   

 

Having consulted with children and colleagues, we are happy that this approach will support the pace of the school day, support 
learning and offer more to our calm, focused and purposed atmosphere around school.   
 

Let me also take this opportunity to remind you of the close of school this term and the start of term next year.  We finish the 
term on Friday 16th December, closing to children at 12:00 noon. Children will need to be in full uniform and equipped for the  
mlessons they have that morning.   We re-open to all children on Wednesday 4th January at 08:20am for an 08:40am start.   
 

Wishing you all a festive Christmas and holiday period and hoping we all have a successful New Year 

Over the first weekend in December six Army cadets joined 40 
cadets from our partners at Solihull School and travelled to West 
Tofts Camp on Stanford Training Area (known as STANTA) in 
Norfolk.  The main activities took place during the day on Saturday 
with separate programmes for the junior and senior cadets.  These 
included: Paintballing; Camouflage and concealment; Shelter 
building; Cooking hot chocolate on army stoves; platoon and 
section attacks using blank ammunition. 
 

In the evening all the cadets came together to try and find Santa who was lost on the 
training area.  Cadets were dropped of in the dark in groups of four with a map and had to 
navigate to Santa’s last known location without being caught by the hunter force of adults 
and senior cadets, who were all wearing elf hats with their combat uniform.  If caught they 
were sent back to their start point to try again.  Congratulations go to Heidilyn Neddall, 
Olivia Paul, Sidra Arshaid and Evie (from Solihull School) who were the first group to make it 
to Father Christmas! 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Friday 16th December 
End of Term 

 

Tuesday 3rd January 
Teacher Training Day 
School Closed to Students 

 

Wednesday 4th January 
All Students Return to School 

 

Wednesday 18th January 
Year 9 Parents & Options    

Evening 

Army Cadets find 
Father Christmas 

Monday, Wednesday to Friday Tuesday 

AM form  08:40 – 08:50 AM form  08:40 – 08:50 

Period 1 08:50 – 09:50 Period 1 08:50 – 09:45 

Period 2 09:50 – 10:50 Period 2 09:45 – 10:40 

Break 10:50 – 11:10 Break 10:40 – 11:00 

Period 3 11:10 – 12:10 Period 3 11:00 – 11:55 

Period 4 12:10 – 13:10 Period 4 11:55 – 12:50 

Lunch/Form/Lunch 
13:10 – 13:40 
13:40 – 14:10 

Lunch/PSHE/Lunch 
12:50 - 13:20 - 14:15 
12:50 - 13:20 - 14:15 

Period 5 14:10 – 15:10 Period 5 14:15 – 15:10 

End of day 15:10 End of day 15:10 

New Times of the School Day 
As we approach the end of the first term, we have decided to make some changes to the 
school day. This will not affect the start or finish times but will mean a change to the      
timings of break and lunch.  



  

Year 10 Subject 
Ambassadors 

Christmas 
Jumper Day & a 
very cheeky Elf 

On an extremely cold evening the Year 
11's played their cup match against 
KESH on their new Astro turf. In the 

freezing conditions It took TCA a little time to warm up and KESH went into an early 
lead, it could have been more had it not been for Philippos' heroics in goal. As the 
first half went on TCA started to get back into the game and were unlucky not to 
score a few goals before the break, it was 2-0 to KESH at the interval. The resilience 
of the TCA players shown through in the second half, and they pulled themselves 
back level with 2 fantastic goals from Liam Lees, if you have never seen Liam play, 
he is some talent and a pleasure to watch. TCA pushed for a winner and looked the 
more likely winner only for KESH to break free on the counter and cruelly scored to 
go through to the next round. Once again, the TCA team were a credit to them-
selves and the school, they wore the TCA jersey with pride, worked exceptionally 
hard for their team and demonstrated commitment, desire and resilience    
throughout alongside impeccable manners  

Year 11 Football 

Christmas Jumper Day was celebrated by 
all the staff and students on Friday 9th 
December. Lots of fun was had and the 
students enjoyed a giggle at the staff being 
silly while raising money for charity! We 
are still counting up the donations but we 
are happy to say it is in excess of £120 for 
Save the Children 

Three pupils completed the Snow Camp ‘Graduate’ programme over the autumn 
term.  For six Saturdays they added sessions at the Tamworth Snowdome and       
progressed their technical skills whilst learning about career pathways in the snow 
sport industry and completing an ASDAN qualification.  Shiza Noor and Grace Amos 
both finished with Level 3 Snow Sport England skiing awards and Christian Grantham 
gained a Level 4 snowboarding award.  Christian was also given the Spirt of Snow 
Camp award by his fellow students for the young person who had made the most progress. For Grace 
and Shiza the next step is the Excel course which includes a week on Andorra at Easter.  They will finish 
as Level 1 ski instructors.  Previous students including Rohan McKenzie and Lizzie Powell who complet-
ed Excel in previous years came back on Saturdays to help instruct this year’s course. 
 
 

Students have also noticed that 
TCA has it’s own Elf on the Shelf. 
He has been having a great      
adventure appearing all over 
school and was even kidnapped 

by an even naughtier member of staff! I’m 
sure he has had lots to tell Santa! 

Snowboarding & Skiing Success 

A huge well done to all students that applied and 
interviewed for the subject ambassador positions. The 
quality of applications received was outstanding, and the 
passion so many students have shown for their subjects 
has been inspiring! Some subjects have had incredibly 
tough competition, but I am happy to announce the 
successful candidates. Mrs Gray 



 

Pause continues to operate over the     
festive period to provide drop-in support, 
a space to be heard and explore feelings 
and talk about real life. They support   
anyone under 25 years old with a          
Birmingham GP. They: 

•provide brief, therapeutic support for 
emotional wellbeing  

•give practical support and suggestions 
in 1:1 session 

•take time to listen to ensure our you 
feel heard 

•let you choose – come to see us when 
you want to and talk about whatever 
you like – it’s up to you if you come 
back and when. 

 

Drop-in to talk - check out their 
webpages for times and locations each 
week   

Fresh 2 Death ran a workshop in school with students designing hoodies which 
they then produced and gave to our students. Here are a few words from them: 
Within our fashion brand F2D, we have worked with the likes of X-Factor, Ed 
Sheeran, Miley Cyrus, Zendaya, ASOS and more. So, With over a decade worth of 
experience in education and the fashion industry we decided to merge our 2    
passions and create our workshop which is having great success in schools. Our 
workshop is called ‘The Young entrepreneurs Project’.  
 

We have now been in over 30 schools in Birmingham and Walsall, both secondary and 
primary in just the last 18 months. We have now also partnered with Newman        
University. In our workshops the participants have the chance to design an item of 
clothing that we get made for them. Each participant gets that item of clothing at the 
end of the workshop to take home. We cover various areas of the curriculum within 
our classes including business, art, design, PSHE, geography, DT, English, and more. 
We specifically cover design, branding, marketing, and manufacturing in our         
workshops. We also use our mentoring skills to help encourage and empower the  
students all throughout the program. 

Hegartymaths  
Champions 

Hegarty Heroes 

100% Skills Master 

11x2 Dominika Maliszczak 

7c Arsalan Murtaza 

9x1 Aminah Bibi 

7a Wojciech Nadolny 

8b Medina Roshan 

Hegarty Heroes 

Question King/Queen 

7c Arsalan Murtaza 

11x2 Dominika Maliszczak 

11y1 Kevin Poonoli 

7a Wojciech Nadolny 

7c Niom Hossain 

Hegarty Heroes 

Most Learning Hours 

11y1 Helen Francis 

11y1 Kiran Poonoli 

8a Raihan Khalid 

11y1 Kevin Poonoli 

11x2 Heidilyn Neddall 

As a school this term we have… 
 

 Answered over 76,000 questions correctly! 

 Spent over 1,500 hours on Hegartymaths! 

 Completed over 6,800 UNIQUE skills correctly! 
 

We are proud of all your hard work and achievement 

Next term’s competition began on Monday 
12th December 2022! 
 

Make sure you keep logging in and 
improving your knowledge and 
understanding throughout the Xmas break! 

F2D Young Entrepreneurs Workshop 

Help at Christmas 

https://forwardthinkingbirmingham.nhs.uk/pause 

https://forwardthinkingbirmingham.nhs.uk/pause


     

Each month we will be providing useful information to support      
parents with some of the important issues you may be facing at 
home. In this issue we are highlighting how to set up apps and games. 

 


