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Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 19th March 
Red Nose Day 

 

Thursday 1st April 
End of Term 

 

Monday 19th April 
Start of Summer Term 

 

19th - 23rd April 
Anti-bullying week 

 

Monday 3rd May 
Bank Holiday 

 

10th - 14th May 
Disability Awareness Week 

 

17th - 21st May 
Mental Health Awareness 

Week 
 

Friday 28th May 
End of Half Term 

‘Pathway to Podium’ Award 

 

We have achieved the Bronze Award in the ‘Pathway to Podium’ initiative. This initiative 
recognises and encourages schools’ contribution to Physical Education, school sport and 
physical activity.  It celebrates the positive work that we are delivering in terms of    
physical activity and supports schools to improve their offer for the benefit of children 
and young people.  ‘Pathway to Podium’ is designed to use the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games as a tool to increase the opportunities for young people to be active 

We were assessed on a set of criteria across 5 key areas of      
PROFILE, PARTICIPATION, PERFORMANCE, PEOPLE and PLACES 
and Sport Birmingham were extremely complimentary on the 
opportunities we provide for our students, they understood the 
current restrictions have had a huge impact on our Enrichment 
programme.  
 

We are looking forward to returning to our exciting Enrichment 
programme when we can.  

We hope all our families and students are well at this time and you have managed 
to have all stayed safe and well. Following guidance published by the Department for 
Education on Monday 22nd February, I am delighted to announce that Tile Cross 
Academy will be fully open to all students from week beginning 8th March. We have 
waited a long time for this news and we are all extremely excited to be in a position to 
welcome everyone back to our school. 
 

To facilitate the full re-opening of the school, we will need to provide some additional 
health and safety guidance to students while they are on the school site. We have 
developed a Parent/Carer handbook that shares important information on the    
routines and procedures that will be in place for students’ return. Our Parental         
Handbook can be found at: Handbook We appreciate there is a lot of information to 
read but recommend that you read this documentation thoroughly and share with 
your children the expectations and routines that they will encounter once they return 
in March. It is vital all parents and students understand the new routines regarding 
regular asymptomatic testing and the updates to mask wearing in all areas of the 
school including classrooms that have been introduced by the government. 
 

We are now busy planning our recovery curriculum for March. Our priority will be to 
ensure that all students return safely. I understand that some students will feel   
overwhelmed or anxious after such a long time away. However, our teachers and   
support staff will be able to provide care and guidance during this transition period. 
We are also planning lessons which will address any gaps in knowledge and allow   
students to catch up on work quickly and with minimal stress.  

We recognise that the continuation of the new normal will take some adjusting to for both staff and 
students but believe by working together we can limit the risk of transmitting the virus. Our           
responses to very challenging circumstances and our procedures will be reviewed weekly. We 
acknowledge that outside of school students may mix with other year groups, travel on buses or play 
together across ages. However, whilst in school, student contact will continue to be minimised with 
other year groups as suggested in the government guidance.  
 

May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support over the past few months. 
P Marano 
Headteacher 

http://tilecross.academy/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Re-opening-Information-Parents-and-Carers-updated-1st-March-2021.pdf


  

 Science Faculty: STEM Project Showcase 

En

On Thursday 25 February, Year 7 and 8 engaged in a ‘Catapult STEM 
project’ while year 9 students engaged in a ‘Rubber Band Car STEM 
project’.  Year 7 students and some Year 9 students successfully 
developed various catapults; showing initiative, motivation, 
creativity, commitment and resilience. Tile Cross students 
demonstrated creativity when some equipment needed adjustments 
and improvisation.   
 

Additionally the students took part in a discussion on  Stem careers 
and employment opportunities. The pupils were so enthusiastic and 
their curiosity left the Science team with responsibility to expand 
their work STEM activities. 
 

Such projects are testament to the amazing students we have at Tile 
Cross! 
 

Well done to Year 7, 8 and 9 students! 

During lockdown Year 8 students have been making models of Shakespeare’s 

Globe theatre to support their study of Othello. 

Year 7 students have been        
enjoying completing their Team 
TCA Profiles! 



  

At Tile Cross we value and understand the importance of exercise for our physical, 
emotional and social well-being. Therefore, each day students who are in school take part 
in a range of different sports and activities with the focus on being active and the 
emphasis on enjoyment and fun. Every student has taken part and developed their 
technique and skills in different sports. Some completely new including Uni Hoc, 
Volleyball and Dodgeball, alongside existing sports Football, Badminton and Basketball.  
 

Student feedback on these sessions has been positive: 

Physical Education Faculty Showcase 
 

Students at home have been set a variety of different 
challenges and tasks with the aim of getting active. The 
tasks have been carefully planned to   ensure they can 
be carried out at home with limited space and       
equipment etc. Students then send back their scores to 
the PE team. We are looking forward to welcoming the 
students back into PE and cannot wait to get started.  

 'I enjoyed PE during lockdown, especially Basketball and Uni-Hoc. It was 
great we had the chance to do it every day and not just twice a week' 

Filipposs Hileyesus Year 9 

 'I really enjoyed Dodgeball because it was new and the teacher let us 
bring in our own game rules'                                   Wedad Giwa Year 7  

 'The things I enjoy about PE is all the different games we play. As we do 
many different sports', so you don't get bored of one sport, so it is fun'  

Adbul Jalil Esaqzai Year 11 

 'I enjoyed PE during lockdown because we have done 
many activities and we were not just stuck on one activity'  

Mohammed Hamza Year 10 

 'PE is very fun and I really enjoyed 
Football and Dodgeball'  

Bethany Edwards Year 11 

Maths Faculty Showcase 
Whilst in in school some of our pupils used some of their free 

time to express themselves and about maths in different ways as 

shown below: 



Tile Cross Charity Champion! 

            

Last month we shared with you some of the fantastic work students have produced 

at home, but we have also been having fun at school learning new skills and getting 

creative! 

Creative Technology Faculty Showcase 

Drumming with Mr Hutchinson Photoshop with 
Ms Thompson 

Zentagle Designs with Ms Ashiq 

Superhero design 
challenge with Mr 

Miller 

Year 10 photography students were tasked with experimenting with the Photoshop    
Express App to edit photographs on their phone with a theme of ‘Identity’. 
 

Its also been fantastic to see some students have had time to explore their own interests 
outside of the school curriculum- Ellie has an amazing talent for special effects artistry 
and has now been able to link this with her GCSE art portfolio. 

Ellie Osbourne Year 11 Art- Make up/ special effects; 
Iulia-Ana-Maria Petraru Year 10 Photography; 
Noor Mohssine Elaamani Year 10 Photography. 

During February to raise money for Bone Cancer 
Research Hayden McFall (8M) and his mother 
Donna have walked 100 miles. On 28th February 
they finished their final walk and managed to 
raise £80 for the charity.  
 

Congratulations and Well Done! All at Tile Cross 
Academy are very proud of you. 



  

Humanities At Home: Noor is working really working hard on her 
Geography Remote Learning! She watches all of the Podcasts set by Mr 
Sami in detail, which allows her to complete all assignments to a really 
high standard! Well done, Noor! Keep it up!  
 

Humanities in School: “We all blew up balloons to start making our 
volcanoes, I wanted to do my best and best in the  whole class. Then we 
stuck a lot of newspaper on top of it and around it to create the shape 
of a big volcano. When the newspaper solidified, I popped the balloon, 
and I was left with the outer shell of the volcano which was ready to be 
painted brown, red and orange colours representing  volcanoes. 
Painting it was fun, it got very messy! 
One thing I learnt is that before the volcano erupts it contains a hot 
fluid called Magma from which lava is formed whilst cooling. It is very 
hot and dangerous to be around. 
Overall, I enjoyed the experience of creating a volcano because it was 
fun and made everyone smile, most importantly it took my mind off 
Covid-19.'‘ 
Ricardo Rostas (Year 9) 

Modern Foreign Languages Showcase 
Creativity, Literature, Culture and Art are of paramount importance in the Foreign Language Classroom.  

We have had “live cooking” where KS3 pupils made crêpes to celebrate “La Chandeleur”.  Pupils also 

had to translate the recipe and match ingredients. Here are Crêpes designed and prepared by Ifra 

Khawaja and Emma Coley in 7IIM. 
 

As part of the topic of Food and Healthy Living in 

Year 8 Spanish, pupils were challenged to choose 

a healthy breakfast and prepare this for the 

family.  June Ogunyanwo in 8JBN prepared this 

dish. Ifra Khawaja in 7K/7IIM made Language 

Stones 

Humanities Faculty Showcase 

Here we have Carnaval work by 

Humaira Savari; Japanese work by 

Dalwinder Singh; Mardi Gras by 

Mahedy Basher. 
 

Good luck to Iulia Ana-Maria  
Petraru, Year 10,  who is          
representing TCA in the  Lytham 
St Anne's Classical Association 
Classics Competition 2021-Entry 



 Each month we will be providing useful information to   
support parents with some of the important issues you 
may be facing at home. In this issue the Student         
Wellbeing Team have created these slides: 


