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Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 7th March 
Year 11 Mocks begin 

 

Friday 18th March 
Comic Relief 

 

Monday 2nd April 
Autism Awareness week 

 

Wednesday 6th April 
Year 10 Parents Evening 

 

Friday 8th April 
Last day of Term 

 

Monday 25th April 
Teacher Training Day 

 

Tuesday 26th April 
All students return to School 

Character Day 3 at Tile Cross 

The third Character Day of the academic year saw an amazing variety of visitors providing 
stimulating and enriching activities to all five year groups.  The Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines were delivered two workshops.  The Year 8 pupils had a careers briefing then 
undertook MTA team challenges to build the tallest ‘radio tower’.  Year 10 and year 11 
Vocation Food students undertook a ‘Master Chef’ challenge run by Royal Naval chefs 
whilst also learning about the careers in the Royal Navy.  Michael from Birmingham 
Settlement returned to run a workshop about youth violence and Year 11 had personal 
development workshops including public speaking.  The generous grant from the Arconic 
Foundation continued to enable high calibre poets and authors to engage in oracy and story 
writing sessions.  Loudmouth ran another great drama session with follow up workshops 
about healthy relationships and consent whilst the University of Gloucester spoke to year 
11 about education after GCSEs.  In house Mrs. Bowden continued Year 7s First Aid 
education by revising and practicing  the recovery position whilst the PE department ran a 
very exciting interhouse basketball competition for most year groups. 



  

We have been lucky enough to receive the gift of a cherry blossom 
tree from the Sakura Cherry Tree Project. The tree commemorates 
the ongoing friendship between Japan and the United Kingdom. 
Over 6,000 cherry blossom trees are being planted across the UK 
symbolizing the long-standing and strong cultural links that 
underpin the international relationship. The project was launched 
by the former Prime Ministers Shinzo Abe and Theresa May when 
they met in Japan in 2017. A certificate accompanied the tree, with 
the message: The tree is a gift from the Japanese people to the 
people of the United Kingdom, and we hope you will celebrate its 
flowering every spring with a cultural festival. 
Our tree is in pride of place in front of our new sports facility, we 
hope the local community will enjoy it as much as we will in years 
to come. 

At the end of September, the government announced the return full exams for year 11. The 
achievement team leapt into action to prepare the year 11 children for the news and the     
process. A plan was formed, and mocks were placed in January 2022. This allowed us enough 
time to make sure that year 11 were both academically prepared and we could support their 
wellbeing in the best possible way. Exams are an excellent way to assess children's abilities and 
the whole process supports that move from childhood to adult hood for year 11s, as they have 
to be supported to a position where they can support themselves; so that they can work under 
pressure and so they can regulate their time and abilities to show off their skills, work under 
pressure and demonstrate their abilities to the highest possible standard.  
We held an exam skills day, we have built interventions into 
all year 11s learning, both during the school day and after 
school. We have made full benefit of the funding for school 
led tutoring and we have sourced additional finances to 
allow our faculties to bid in for extra resources to make 
sure they have everything they need to make our children 
as successful as they can be.  Year 11 approached the mock 
exams with a high degree of maturity and responsibility. 
We held a mock results morning and shared their results 

with them. Many, many happy faces, and some disappointed looks means that 
year 11 have now had a real opportunity to know how exams work and how they 
feel about the process. In February, we held our first proper face-to face parents' 
evening since March 2020, which was incredibly well attended and had a huge 

level of support from parents and families for our year 11s. We must also offer our 
thanks to some sterling colleagues who have made sure that year 11 have been well looked  
after, both in preparation and in terms of their wellbeing. Mrs. Pemberton, who leads on 
achievement; Miss Stedmon and Mr. Hussain, our pastoral leads for Year 11; Miss Pall, our exams officer and Ms. Mawby, who 
with the wellbeing committee, has made sure that the opportunity to receive the right sort of support for them has been available 
and will be over the coming weeks and months. The City Year Mentors have also played a leading role, as a source of support   
before, during and after the exams. Monday 7th March sees the start of our second set of mocks, and we know that we will see 
more of those happy faces and perhaps a few disappointed ones. But we must also remember that we start the real exams from  
Monday 16th May and they run through, for an extended period of time, to Friday 24th June. The race to success has begun, but we 
need to remind our children that this is not a sprint, but a marathon. We look forward to celebrating the exams ending at the start 
of July and receiving well-earned results in August. 

Year 11 Parents Evening & Mock Exams 

Music Trip to Symphony Hall 
As part of the "Instruments of the Orchestra" project Mr. 
Hutchinson had the pleasure of taking a party of thirty TCA 
students accompanied by Mr. Mackintosh to see the        
world-renowned City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra 
(CBSO) in concert. The theme of the concert was "The        
Natural World" and featured classical pieces composed by 
the likes of Benjamin Britain, Vivaldi and Shostakovich to 
name a few. The narrator took them on a journey sign posted 
by his eloquent and descriptive insights into the intentions of 
the composers in their featured works.  All of our students 
thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience.  Their eyes were 
the size of plates as the CBSO stimulated their senses with a 
wall of sound that filled the auditorium. It was very moving 
seeing the response of the students to the music and sounds 
generated by the CBSO and is a memory I am sure that they 
will enjoy reflecting upon in times to come. 

Sakura Cherry Tree Project 



  

Breaking News!!! 
TCA are one of three finalists for the Diversity 
Champion Award of the UK Maritime Awards 
2022.  Our submission title was ‘City to Sea’ 
and focused on the outstanding work the 
school does to open up opportunities for 
pupils to participate in watersports and to 
work with partners to sign post the pathways 
to careers in the maritime industry. 

If there has ever been one thing at which Tile Cross Academy is unparalleled, it’s 
the memorable trips. I can say with full confidence, that each and every trip 
which we have went to (and my peers will agree) has been nothing short of    
adventurous, thrilling, and memorable.   
 

On Thursday 17th of February, seven of our year 11s went for a visit to New    
College at Oxford University; lost themselves in the night-time beauty of the 
wonderful city; had pizza with Mr Mackintosh (yes it was all free); and watched a 
thrilling debate. I were one of the lucky seven, and I can assure you the           
adventure did not end there. 
 

Once we arrived, we were toured around by Mr. Mackintosh’s son who studies 
at the college and we spoke to him about the university, life in it, and how to get 
in. It was an extremely useful and eye-opening opportunity, especially for the 
year 11s who will embark on a new chapter of their lives in September. 
 

Next, we walked around the city and went to a restaurant – each person had 
their own pizza and drink, with plenty of time to eat it all before the main event 
of the trip. After the filling meal, we went to the Oxford Union, where we had 
another tour and were taught a bit about the Union’s history; who knew that so 
many famous and influential people in history had, at least once, visited the  
place! Then, the debate began and the motion 
"This House Would Move Beyond Organized  
Religion" was fiercely debated by scholars,     
students, and even the Archbishop of Armagh in 
his fancy robes. 
 

Speaking from experience, these trips are all 
worth it and if you want to go on as many as pos-
sible then get involved: join a variety of clubs and 
not just sports ones; work hard in your classes; 
do DofE; show the teachers your interests; make 
the most of your experience at school because 
when you get to year 11 you’ll be wishing you 
could stay longer just to experience more of it 
and what it offers. 
                   

New Science Lecture  
Theatre Thanks to 
Arconic Foundation! 

A very generous grant of £36 000 paid for a complete refurbishment of the 
science lecture theatre in MF03 to transform it into an aerospace themed 
demonstration laboratory.  Several rows of seats were removed, and larger desks 
added to give pupils more space to work and room for teachers to circulate.  At 
the front a teacher’s bench has been added complete with space to demonstrate 
experiments.  The aerospace theme was chosen to reflect Arconic’s leading role in 
this industry as well as our strong links to Birmingham Airport and the Royal Navy. 

Student Trip Report: Year 11 
visit New College Oxford Uni 

Sepehr Saadat, Y11 



 Each month we will be providing useful information to support       
parents with some of the important issues you may be facing at 
home. In this issue we are highlighting 10 Top Tips for Respect Online 


