
 

                                                                                                         Issue Number: 13   Date: January 2021  

 

How does Remote Learning work at Tile Cross? 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 12th February  

End of Half Term 
 

Monday 22nd February 

Return to Home Learning and 

School  
 

Thursday 4th March 

World Book Day 
 

Friday 19th March 

Red Nose Day 
 

Thursday 1st April 

End of Term 

How can I support my child? 

• Our remote educa on is provided via Microso" Teams (h$p://teams.microso".com) 

• Our remote learning is driven by podcasts (lessons recorded by your teachers). This means        

         that students can access these at any  me and look back over them again 

• All podcasts can be found in each class team on Microso" Teams by clicking 'Files' then 

        'Class Materials'. You can play, pause or rewind these at any  me. 

• Our remote curriculum follows the curriculum children were following in school 

• Lessons are uploaded on Monday morning and we ask that students watch the lessons set  

         and engage with them submi1ng work throughout the week 

We would like to commend all of our students for the efforts they are making and the 

resilience they are displaying as they complete their online work from home.  The 

vast majority of our students have responded brilliantly to this incredibly difficult  

situa on and we would like to thank all parents and carers for the support you are 

giving to students at home. We are mindful that it is not always easy to do this but 

without this support and encouragement, our remote provision could not have been 

as successful as it has been so far.  
 

We are currently educa ng most of our students remotely, but also have students 

from all year groups learning in school. The use of Microso" TEAM’s to set a variety 

of comprehensive learning ac vi es, allows our teachers the flexibility to support 

students of all abili es and backgrounds, acknowledge successes and ensure learning 

is con nuing as much as possible through these difficult  mes.  

We monitor student engagement on Microso$ TEAM’s closely and we are really pleased to see engagement is increasing 

each day.  

• Please con nue to encourage your child to engage in their online work as much as possible.  

     The more  me students can spend in accessing their work the be$er. 

• Where possible provide a quiet place to support your child comple ng their work 

• Check-in with your child on their work. See if they are on track and are having any difficul es. 

• Contact the school if your child needs support accessing work or developing rou nes for remote learning via                 

enquiry@ lecross.academy   or   0121 566 6400 

• Please reassure your child that they just need to do what they can at home, keep communica ng with teachers through 

Microso" TEAM’s and to keep accessing their remote learning work on a daily basis.  
 

We want our young people to just focus on what they can control rather than worrying about what 

might happen, so keeping up with the work set is the best thing they can do right now. 
 

We know this is a very challenging  me for everyone, but as always, we want to offer our support 

if we can help in any way.  Remember, your child’s teachers and Head of House are available if you 

have any concerns about their welfare or learning. 



  

 Lessons in School and Faculty Fun! 
Having a ma$er of minutes to plan what we could offer and to whom we could offer on site provision has made us crea ve 

and considerate as ever at Tile Cross.  
 

Each day, we have a blended approach to learning with every child accessing the high quality of remote learning we are 

able to offer our children as well as a PE session, PHSE and ci zenship, a reading provision and our personal favourite, the 

'faculty fun session'.  
 

Each faculty is running a day at school and this allows us to demonstrate some of our teachers' secret skills over the past 

few weeks. So far, we have had a range of sessions, from origami to shadow boxing. Over the coming weeks, we hope to 

see a greater range s ll of skills to be shared. I am hoping to share my divergent and eclec c tastes in music, so ask your 

children about my session: “From Lily Allen to Robert Zimmerman.” 
    

Mr Edmundson, Deputy HeadMr Edmundson, Deputy HeadMr Edmundson, Deputy HeadMr Edmundson, Deputy Head    

Daily PE Sessions 
The 62 students in school have enjoyed par cipa ng in a PE 

session each day, the PE staff are very pleased with the energy 

levels of the students along with the students' compe  ve 

nature and will to succeed. Students have flourished in the 

ac vi es so far including Basketball, Dodgeball, Uni-Hockey, 

Handball, Table Tennis and Football. Keep up the good work!!!

   

                                                                      
Mr Aus�n, Head of PE 

COVID Safe Schooling! 
We now have students in school that are the children of key workers and from vulnerable groups. Every morning staff and 

then students take a lateral flow test for COVID. The tes ng is very simple to do, it means the students and staff feel safe 

and secure in class. To maintain everyone's safety Students onsite are kept in class bubbles, face masks are worn around 

site by all, an bacterial hand gel sta ons are used and our team of cleaners are regularly maintaining the site.  
 

Mr Young, Assistant Head 



            

Year 11 pupils Mahedy Basher and Mursil Murtaza had some welcome 

good news in January.   
 

Both have been awarded 110% bursaries to top English boarding schools 

for entry into their sixth forms in September.  This means that in addi on 

to the school fees, which are well over £30 000 a year, their extras like 

laptop, school trips, and music lessons will also be paid for.   
 

Mursil and Mahedy were matched with these schools by our partner 

charity the Royal Na onal Children’s Springboard Founda on.  The 

charity, Tile Cross Academy, and the two boarding schools will all 

collaborate to make the big leap to a boarding school environment as 

enriching as possible.   
 

Two other year 11 pupils are s ll awai ng confirma on of their 

places.  We are the only school in Birmingham that is currently 

partnered with Na onal Springboard.   
 

One common factor that all our four candidates share is that they 

have seized all their opportuni es whilst at school and have a 

very broad range of accomplishments to talk about during the 

rigorous interview process.   
 

We iden fy poten al candidates in Year 10 so, if you are 

interested in being considered in the future, make sure you have 

taken advantage of everything that school has to offer you! 

In November, City Year launched a regional kit design 

challenge for their football club (CYFC). Mr 

Stawera tasked 7K pupils with crea ng a winning entry. 

The pupils wasted no  me in coming up with brilliant 

designs which later went head to head against students 

in schools across Coventry and the Black Country.  
 

A"er coun ng hundreds of votes, the winner is our very 

own Ifra Khawaja! A big congratula ons to Ifra, who has 

won her very own CYFC shirt! 
 

Mr Stawera and the whole 

City Year team at TCA would 

also like to thank all the 

students who par cipated. A 

huge well done to the runners 

up: Maci Lowin, Devontay 

Whitcombe Merchant, Maia 

Nunuca, Beniamin Nutu, Kyle 

Baker, Bianca Floren na 

Oprea, Yahya Alshahabi. Here 

is Mr Stawera modelling the 

new shirt! 

News Update from 

City Year Mentors 
The school’s co$age in mid Wales received 

another boost in the week before Christmas 

when we were given the great news that the 

Arconic Founda on had awarded The Bryntail 

Co$age Charity $30,000 to install an Air 

Source Heat Pump hea ng and hot water 

system.   
 

This was followed in January by a grant of 

£3,000 from the  GJW Turner Trust to help 

refurbish the property.  
 

We have just received news of another 

£10,000 from The Edward Cadbury Charitable 

Trust to contribute to the renova on of the 

property.  
 

We hope to make it fit for the next 100 years! 

Grant Success for  

Bryntail Cottage 

Boarding School Bursary Success! 



  

In French & Spanish, Year 8 shared 

their New Years Resolu ons. 
 

Este año, tengo la intención de sacar mejores notas en el 

ins tuto. También, me gustaría hacer más ejercicio y comer 

más frutas. Aunque odio verduras, este año voy a comer más 

verduras. Finalmente, este año espero pasar más  empo con 

mis amigos.  Adeela 8JBN 
 

Ce$e année, je vais courir plus. J’ai l’inten on de manger 

moins de chocolat et de manger moins de restaura on 

rapide. Je rêve de voyager. Je veux aider mes parents, mais je 

veux dormir plus. Je vais économiser mon argent et passer 

moins de temps à regarder la télévision. Je vais essayer 

d’être plus gen lle avec mes sœurs.  Maariah 8WZN 

Mathematics 

Well done to all of the students who 

have taken part in the PE fitness  

lessons so far this term, the PE     

department hope you are enjoying 

the benefits of keeping fit. Look out 

for exci ng new TCA fitness sessions 

in your Resources area of TEAMs. 

For your physical and emo onal 

wellbeing please try and a$empt at 

least 2 sessions a week to keep fit 

during lockdown. Keep up the good 

work!!! 

Physical Ed 

Year 8 Engineering. COVID safe lessons saw 

the pupils design and make their Superbot 

projects in the Autumn Term of 2020. 

Examples of final out comes shown. Well 

done 8a/Ct. 

As usual the students have some amazing work 

to show from Crea ve Technologies. Examples of 

year 7 remote learning in Engineering Health and 

Safety in Engineering Task and modelling ac vity. 

Well done to Year 7 group. 

Creative Technology 
Here are lovely examples by Year 10, the freehand drawings by 

Fuyad Shiyam and Christopher Downey-Williams and in cookery a 

meal made by Paige O’Grady  

Pupils on site have been enjoying some 

wonderful ac vi es laid on by the 

Mathema cs faculty. Whilst it had 

been snowing outside, our lovely     

pupils were having fun making snow-

flakes indoors. Its fun and therapeu c! 

Why not have a go at home? h.ps://

www.youtube.com/watch?

Year 9 pupils have been learning about different careers in French, Spanish and 

Languages Short Course.  This is Mena’s view of herself in the future. I am Mena 

Rahmani and I would like to be a doctor.  I want to visit my home country and I 

want my parents to be proud of me.  I speak Pashto and English 

Leo 8JBN 

MFL & EAL 

Year 9 and 10 were involved 

in an online session of      

Romeo and Juliet. All year 

groups have been fantas c 

with submi1ng their work 

back to their teachers. Year 8 

in par cular have been 

wri ng some wonderful   

poetry: 

English 



  

It con nues to be a tough  me for all of us. 

Never has it been more important to look a"er 

the emo onal wellbeing of our students at Tile 

Cross Academy. The theme of this year's 

Children’s Mental Health Week is Express 

Yourself. Expressing yourself is about finding 

ways to share feelings, thoughts, or ideas, 

through crea vity. This could be through art, 

music, wri ng and poetry, dance and drama, 

photography and film, and doing ac vi es that 

make you feel good. Please have a look at the 

assembly which will be on the school website 

(and on Teams) next week, plus the suggested 

ideas to give you inspira on to express 

yourself! The Wellbeing Leads team have also 

met remotely to discuss ideas to support their 

fellow students to find mo va on, connect 

with each other and show gra tude for the 

small things. There will be more informa on 

coming out from them next week too! If you 

need support, contact myself on my school 

email address.   

Ms Mawby, SENCo 
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 Each month we will be providing useful informa on to   

support parents with some of the important issues you 

may be facing at home. In this issue half term club at The 

Pump is our focus: 


