
 

                                                                                                         Issue Number:  21  Date: January 2022 

 

Noor Mohssine Elaamani: 
Life can be frustrating…but do you know what’s more frustrating? Not 
achieving your current goals, not fulfilling your dreams and not making the 
best out of your life. “Hey, I am Noor Mohssine Elaamani and I’m a Head 
Teacher Ambassador. I signed up for this position because I want everyone 
to learn about their worth because after all each one of us is important and 
we’re all valuable and that is something that we have to accept. I don’t 
want anyone to be afraid of sharing their own opinion, because they matter 
to me and everyone else. It’s time for a change, why don’t we all 

work as a community while inspiring others to become greater and to upgrade our school? We should always strive high and never give up 
because we’re in this together. So make sure to always keep your head up and smile”. 

Badr Ahmed: 
“Hello, my name is Badr Ahmed, it is amazing to be able to work with student leadership team to help 
influence and contribute towards new changes in order to allow students to experience unique opportunities 
and aid them through their academic years. I am looking forward for what this year brings, working alongside 
the community team to organise exciting events that all would be able to take part in and enjoy themselves.” 

Humaira Savari: 
“My name is Humaira Savari and I am one of the headteacher's ambassadors.  The reason why I chose to become a headteacher's ambassador 
is because I wish to make the voices of everyone heard and to help make the school a better place that everyone looks forward to attending 
and enjoys being in. School is the foundation to the rest of our lives and it should be a place which we enjoy, learn and grow in and so, I will try 
my utmost hardest to help it become such a place!” 

Lucja Maliszczak: 
A wise man once said, “Give a man power and he will show his true colours”. “Hi, I’m Łucja Ewa Maliszczak and I’m one of your Head Teacher 
Ambassadors. I don’t think many decisions to undertake a role of power are fully selfless; my reason for assuming it is so I may better myself. I 
want to be the best person I can be, not just academically, but socially too. Therefore, I’ve made my primary intention to listen to all your 
suggestions and do my best to realise them. I know that speaking to teachers about some things may be hard at times, which is why if you ever 
need something, I am happy to try and help”. 

Iulia Ana-Maria Petraru: 
“Hello, I am Iulia Ana-Maria Petraru. I have decided to become a Head Teacher’s ambassador because in the very limited 
amount of time I have at this school, I would like to make a long-standing impact on it and its students. My final goal is 
making every student’s journey at Tile Cross Academy just as pleasing as it has been for me in the last 4 years”. 

Nia Siby 
“Hi my name is Nia Siby and I'm a Head Teacher Ambassador. I became a head teacher ambassador because I want 

the voices and opinions of students to be heard and I also want the students in this school to have a safe and fun 

environment. I want to provide the help and support a child needs to become the best version of themselves”. 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 18th February 
Half Term 

 

Monday 28th February 
School Closed for Staff Training 

 

Wednesday 2nd March 
Year 9 Parents Evening 

 

Wednesday 4th April 
Year 10 Parents Evening 

 

Friday 8th April  
End of Term 

Introducing our new 
Headteacher’s Ambassadors 
Our new Head Teacher Ambassadors for this academic year 
have been selected via a rigorous process. Each candidate 
applied for this position through a written application and 
answered questions through a formal interview process. This 
is an amazing opportunity for our chosen representatives and 
we wish them well for the coming year. 
  

Sepehr Saadat: 
The headteacher ambassadors are the link between the students and the staff in Tile Cross Academy. 
“I am Sepehr Saadat and I have become a Head Teacher’s Ambassador not only to listen to your 
doubts and concerns and make sure that your voice is heard, but I, like my peers, am also here to 
ensure the smooth activity of the focus groups which are the body of the student union in our school. 
Not only that, but I am also here to make lasting and meaningful impacts which better our school and 
the experience of my fellow students within it.  

I have been in Tile Cross Academy since its very dawn, from year 7, and I 
can say with confidence that it has become a school of which I am          
extremely proud of. It is an honour to have the responsibility of a Head 
Teacher’s Ambassador; it is a duty which I will commit to diligently; it is an 
opportunity to give back to my school for all that it has given me”.  



Wellbeing Team 
  

Character Day Two saw pupils involved in an incredible range of stimulating and challenging activities 
that supported the curriculum, careers, and personal and social development.  This included a team 
from the Army working with year 10 for the whole day, visiting authors and poets, the Royal Navy team 
helping year seven pupils prove that Eggs Can Fly whilst also being taught how to save the lives of 
people with bleeding injuries.  Year eights learnt STEM skills in the Energy Quest workshop where they 
power electrical circuits using fruit!  Year 11 learned about birth control as well as the law and sense 
around wearing seatbelts.  There was even time for three of the year groups to hold inter     
                                                                              house sports competitions. 

Character Day 2 

After school on Thursday 3rd February two teams for 
debaters from Tile Cross Academy competed in the first 
round of the 2022 Debate Mate Urban Debate League.  For 
all of them this was their first experience of competitive 
debating.  Even though it was online most found it a very 
nerve-wracking experience!  Each team took part in two 
debates and their confidence increased as the event 
progressed.  In the end Tile Cross A won one and lost one, 
whilst Tile Cross B lost both there matches.  The debates 
are scored, and the scores decide a team’s place on the 
league table. Everyone is looking forward to incorporating 
the lessons learned in the next round! 

Mrs. Bowden started at Byng Kenrick which merged with Sir 
Wilfred Martineau in 2000 to become the International School and 
then Tile Cross Academy. During her tenure she has worked with 
many Head Teachers and has had many roles, including Head of PE. 
Mrs. Bowden loves the great outdoors and delivers a very          
successful Duke of Edinburgh programme which many students 
have had the opportunity to take part in over the years. She has 
helped shape and enrich many young lives over her 25 years at the 
school and many ex-students come back into school to thank her 
for her guidance over the years. Mrs. Bowden is incredibly patient 
and calm by nature (unless you park in her car parking space!) and 
these qualities give the students the foundations to flourish and 
enjoy her lessons. Congratulations Mrs. Bowden, here is to the 
next 25 years.  

'Time to Talk Day' is a national initiative, 
 encouraging us to communicate 
with each other and make 
connections. We know this is 
really important for all of us, 
especially as we are still coming to 
terms with the impact of the 
pandemic. The Wellbeing Team 
are going to connect with their 
year group peers this week by  
being in the library every day and encouraging conversations about 
wellbeing and mental health.  Students are encouraged to talk to any 
member of staff with concerns they may have, use Toot Toot, or log 
onto Kooth or Childline if they are not in school.  

Boarding School Success 
It has been another good year for 
applications for fully funded places 
in boarding school for our Year 11 
pupils.  Our applicants have been 
offered places in the sixth forms of 
two of the top schools in England. 
 

Well done to Sepehr Saadat for   
being accepted at Radley College 
and Badr Badr for being accepted by 
Marlborough College. 

Our football teams have enjoyed taking part in the East Birmingham 
Schools Cup competitions and tournaments. Every student who has   
represented the school has been a credit to themselves and the school. 
Our teams have shown great character and never give up. We have 
scored many wonderful goals and played some exciting football at times. 
We look forward to the next round of fixtures against Waverley School. 
Well done to the students who have taken part.  

‘Debate Mate’ 

Football at Tile Cross Academy 

25 Years Service! 



  

Our Year 10 BTEC Sport students have had the 
exciting opportunity to take part in Fencing lessons 
delivered by our very own Commonwealth Games 
Gold and Bronze medalist Mrs. Bowden. During the 
unit of learning students have learnt the techniques 
and tactics of Fencing alongside developing their 
knowledge of the rules and regulations of the sport. 
The students took to Fencing well and their energy 
and determination to learn allowed them to make 
incredible progress resulting in them being able to 
run their own competition at the end of the unit. 
Well done to all of the students involved.  

Year 10 Fencing in PE 

At TCA we aim to develop a culture which 
develops the whole child. We aim to expand 
students as individuals, develop personal 
attributes that are essential for employability, 
prepare students for life after Tile Cross and 
give students a competitive age in their future 
forming the way for a happy, successful, 
productive life.  
 

Students are awarded Character rewards in 
lessons and around the school site for showing 
positive character virtues. With the 
introduction of individual Character Diaries this 
term students have had the chance to reflect 
on the character virtues they have been 
acknowledged for in Term 1 and look forward 
to developing other character virtues in Term 2. 
You can see how your child's character is 
developing by reviewing their Character 
Diamond which is sent home each term.  

Character at TCA 
Congratulations to the 

students who achieved Pearl 

Yr7 
Duscan Balog 

Yr8 
Rhianne Hodges 

Forry Turray 

Yr9 
Barbara Cunha 
Feruz Merhowi 

Sidra Irshaid 
Fabio Balog 

Year 11 
Alex Dorobantu 
Connor Cooper 

We are extremely pleased to announce that the Creative 

Technology Department have now appointed Subject 

Ambassadors for each of the  Curriculum areas offered in 

Creative Technology. We had a launch assembly followed  by 

a rigorous interview process. All applicants in Year 10  

performed very well and selecting the final  candidates was 

challenging. The names of our successful SA’s are below, 

congratulations all. Subject Ambassadors will  have special 

badges and be involved in a range of activities within the 

faculty, including helping to organize trips and extra curricula 

activities. In addition, Ambassadors will support subject 

leaders, Head of Faculty and they will be contributing 

towards the next edition of the TCA newsletter, watch this 

space.

Engineering – Lewis Coady, Christian Grantham.

Food and Nutrition – Zoe Palmer.

Music – Mursal Hottak, Olivia Paul.

Art – Kamile Sipaviciute, Grace Amos.

Photography – Maria Alexandra, Rebecca Nutu.

Drama – Gabriella Manole, Dominika Maliszczak

I Media – Adrian Bogdan Tristica, Mihai Grigorias.

Mr. M Miller



 Each month we will be providing useful information to support 
parents with some of the important issues you may be facing at 
home. In this issue we are highlighting Wellbeing with helpful 
tips on Anxiety. 


