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Amazing Jubilee Art 
As part of our Jubilee Celebrations, Year 9 students 
created their own stamp design during Art lessons 
inspired by the Queen's seventy-year reign. A huge 

well done to all students for creating such 
original designs and our competition 
winner Luana Mihalachescu. 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Thursday 25th August 
GCSE Results Day 

 

Monday 5th September 
Teacher Training Day 

School closed to students 
 

Tuesday 6th September 
Welcome Year 7 

 

Wednesday 7th September 
All Students return 

At Tile Cross Academy, we never miss a chance to mark an occa-
sion, decorate, display, or devise new ways of wrapping different 
learning experiences around our children. Platinum Jubilee was no 
exception.   
Our mission was to help inspire our young people to follow the 
Queen's example in serving her country, to help them develop 
strong, positive values and to raise their aspirations. We believe our 

young people are full of creativity, passion, and energy.   
Our Jubilee celebrations running in the last week of the May Half Term showed no excep-
tion to our belief in the creativity of adults and children alike. We developed a time cap-
sule, covering the 70 years of our predecessor school under the reign of Queen Elizabeth II. 
We are developing a jubilee orchard and the time capsule will be buried with them during 
the tree planting season in the autumn. Hopefully in 2092, the children and adults of Tile 
Cross Academy will have an insight into our era and hopefully learn something of our past.   
Each lesson on Friday 27th May had a jubilee or commonwealth theme, with a range of 
learning opportunities around the reign of Queen Elizabeth and the development of the 
commonwealth, with the commonwealth being a key aspect of her reign, but also signifi-
cant with the upcoming games in Birmingham. 

We invited some former students from one of our predecessor school, Central Grammar School for Boys. The eldest is 92 years 
old, so was able to talk through his experiences of the coronation of Elizabeth in 1953 as the silver jubilee celebration of her grand-
father in 1935. Year 7 were treated to an additional assembly led by the old boys and regaled the year group about the school of 
the past, as well as life as teenagers and young people within their era.  The first part of our jubilee orchard was planted by the old 
boys, ably supported by our student leadership community committee and Mr. Marano, our Head Teacher.   
A Great British Lunch of fish and chips and cream scones was enjoyed by many of our children, colleagues, and visitors alike.   En-
hancing our knowledge of British Values, understanding the importance of history so it better informs our futures and being able 
to celebrate the divergent representation of our commonwealth like community at Tile Cross Academy was framed against the 70 
years of the Queen's reign.  A great week of events, a special day for all and hopefully memories for a lifetime to come.  



  

Sports  
Day 

Special 
Edition 

It was great to have TCA Sports Day 2022 back on the calendar for the first time since 2019. The excitement was 
building around school for weeks as form tutors got their teams together to compete on this prestigious event. 
Students had prepared in Athletics lessons delivered during the PE curriculum, so everything was geared up and ready 
to go and then the sun promised a fantastic day. Students competed in track and field events that will soon be coming 
to Birmingham in the Commonwealth Games such as the shot put, triple jump and the 100 metres. All students that 
took part raced, threw or jumped as fast and far as they possible could. Each student's determination was testament 
to their character. Respect for other competitors was also evident as they shook hands or high fived at the finish line. 
The old favourite the relay where students work as a team to get round the track was incredible to watch, no baton 
was dropped, and students assembled to talk about tactics before the race. Thank you to all students for taking part 
and being your brilliant selves, thanks for all the staff that made it happen. Have a great summer and here's to Sports 
Day 2023.  Mr. Austin 



  

Sports  
Day 

Special 
Edition 



  

On the 5th and 6th of July, 31 Year 8 students went to London. After a 4 ½ hour drive, we made it to Parliament on what turned out 
to be a very busy day for our government! The children were given an incredible tour around the Houses of Parliament, including 
being able to sit in on a Live Debate on the Living Crisis in the House of Commons!  Year 8 were then able to partake in a workshop 
so they were able to see how ideas become bills and then laws.  
After a sunny lunch in the park, we said goodbye to 18 of the students and took the remaining students across London on a tube.  
This was an experience in itself – our students learned that London pace is three times as fast as London pace.  Cassie also learned 
that you need to go quickly through the barri-
ers or you are stuck – actually stuck in the 
barriers! 
After a quick change, we went off through 
busy Soho during Pride Week which was 
amazing, to the West End.  Our students saw 
Come from Away – a tale of one town’s expe-
rience of 9/11.  Fun was had by all, except 
Amin who caught up on his sleep! 
We spent our final morning in the arty and 
vibrant Covent Garden after Mr. Austin took 
on the ‘scenic tour’ of Leicester Square.  
When we made it to our destination, it was 
lovely to see the children enjoying their free 
time amongst the public, watching street 
entertainers and eating more food than I 
even thought possible for children to eat! 
We said goodbye to the Big Cheese and left 
with a coach full of very tired, full but happy 
children. It was amazing experience and I 
want to thank everyone who helped make 
this happen. Ms. Islam (Head of Year8) 

Year 8 on Tour! Houses of Parliament and London Visit 

2021/22 Overall Winners
Year 9

1st Central
2nd Kenrick
3rd International
4th Martineau

Overall 

1st Martineau
2nd Central
3rd Kenrick 
4th International 

Year 11

1st Martineau
2nd International
3rd Kenrick 
4th Central

Year 7

1st Kenrick
2nd Central
3rd International
4th Martineau 

Year 8

1st Martineau
2nd International
3rd Central
4th Kenrick 

Year 10

1st Central
2nd Martineau
3rd International
4th Kenrick 

Character 
Overall Winners

2021/22

3rd

4th
2nd

1st

House Competition  
Winners 2021/2022 

Character Winners 
2021/2022 

After a fantastic school year we can now announce the winners 
for the House Competition for each year group. For Year 7 Ken-
rick came in first, with Martineau in 4th place. However Marti-
neau redeemed themselves by coming first in Year 8 and Year 
11, making them the overall winners for the school. Central did 
well by coming first in Year 9 and 10 making giving them second 
place in the overall scores. Lets hope International come back 
next year fighting. Well Done everyone! 

As ever our amazing students never fail to make us 
proud and represent the school. This year our fan-
tastic Year 8 students received the most Character 
points. However the Character Diamonds show that 
every year group received points for being Ready 
and all scored highly in Responsible. We Cant wait 
to see these diamonds grow next year with the re-
turn of more enrichment, clubs and trips. 



  

An Air quality sensor was fitted on the outside of school on 
7th April 2022. Click here Air Quality Map - Check air pollu-
tion in your area - MyAirly or visit https://airly.org/map/en/ 
to see our map. The sensor measures a number of pollutants 
including Nitrogen Dioxide and Particulate. On average the 
results for April 2022 indicate Very Low Pollution Levels. 
Great news for our students and local resi-
dents on Gressell Lane. 

• Nitrogen Dioxide 28.7 µg/m3 (Legal 
Limit 40 µg/m3 annual average) 

• Particulate (PM10) 12.3 µg/m3 (Legal 
Limit 40 µg/m3 annual average) 

• Particulate (PM2.5) 9.4 µg/m3 (Legal 
Limit 25 µg/m3 annual average)  

For more information on air quality see: 
Health matters: air pollution - GOV.UK        
Home - Defra, UK www.Birminghamairquality.co.uk  

A Breathe of Fresh Air? 

B:Music Jazzlines Workshop 

We were very fortunate to host six hours of musical workshops 
delivered by professional musicians from “Jazzlines” to a small 
group of year 9 and 10 students here at T.C.A.  
The six hours of guidance and tuition were spread equally over 
three mornings (26th May, 6th June & 9th June 2022).  The stu-
dents were very tentative to begin with but by the final day they 
were buzzing with enthusiasm and produced the recording of a 
piece that was conceived, composed and performed by solely 
by them.  Every technical task from setting up microphones, 
putting pen to paper and performing was done by our stu-
dents.  It was an experience that would not have been afforded 
our students but for Jo Mawby taking advantage of an oppor-
tunity to invite Jazzlines into TCA.  The students loved the ex-
perience. Erik Andrei; Muhammad Isharab; Abel Burada; Matei 
Busa; Mursal Hottak; Bilal Hussain; Eesa Khan; Isa Malik; Olivia 
Paul; Leo Pennant; Tyler Roberts. 
The finished product will be shared at the Tile Cross Talent 
Show on Thursday 21st July 

Drama Club perform at the Rep 
12th July saw the first performance by our drama club students on the pres-
tigious main stage of the Rep. Theatre Birmingham.  On the night there 
were six performances total by students representing Kings Heath Boys 
School, Staffordshire University, Cadbury College, Sandwell College, Shrews-
bury High School and Tile Cross Academy. 
I had the pleasure of watching all of the performances and can honestly say 
that.... in my opinion....our students delivered the best performance of the 
night!! 
This was in no small part due to the excellent tutelage of that Jas-
min Hylton (Rep Drama Specialist) and also the support of Tasmin 
Peters (City Mentor). Mr. Hutchinson 

It was announced 18th July 
that Tile Cross Academy is a 
finalist in the School/College of the Year catego-
ry in the sixth annual UK Social Mobility Awards 
(SOMOs), for the 3rd time. 
The UK Social Mobility Awards recognise and 
celebrate UK organisations in their efforts to 
improve social mobility, both within their work-
force and beyond it. Organised by societal 
change charity, Making The Leap, the SOMOs 
were the first national awards dedicated to so-
cial mobility, which aims to raise awareness of 
social mobility by sharing the innovative work of 
forward-thinking organisations working to im-
prove it. 

Social Mobility  
Awards Finalist 

The Science Faculty at TCA had a visit from Gossey Lane primary 
school on the 18th of May 2022. The pupils had a chance to learn 
about Science at secondary school . They took part in a science 
experiment to find out the energy contained in food. Pupils 
were enthusiastic and performed very well. It was indeed a bril-
liant morning and the pupils loved it!  

Mrs. Mvura (Head of 
Science) 

TCA Science for Gossey Lane  

https://airly.org/map/en/#52.483081,-1.769931,i97489
https://airly.org/map/en/#52.483081,-1.769931,i97489
https://airly.org/map/en/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution#scale-of-the-problem
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/
http://62.65.40.208/cgi-bin/birmingham/apub.stncolmap2.cgi?page=ShowMapG&site=birmingham&areaid=BC&gsize=450x370&stnshow=true&stngroup=0x40000000&backgroundimg=images/blank.gif&mappostop=0&mapposleft=0&infocgi=apub.infostn2.cgi&macropath=stn&infoframe=_bla


 Each month we will be providing useful information to support 
parents with some of the important issues you may be facing 
at home. In this issue, as we are beginning the summer holi-
days, we are highlighting loneliness online. 


