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In the last newsletter, we wrote about our recent assessment. If you haven't seen 
the celebratory banner outside the school, we are pleased to announce that we 
are officially Gold! 
 

What was clear from the examiner's visit and the report we received, is that we are 
a school this is on a moral mission to include children and their rights, as set out by 
the United Nations, in every aspect of our school life. The children interviewed 
knew how best to support our award. They know we involve them in decision 
making and in making every opportunity available for them to develop a global 
conscious as well as understand their place in the world and how they can guide 
and improve it through British Values and through the rule of law.  

2024/2025 Admissions 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 9th December 
Christmas Jumper Day 

Charity Donation £1 
 

Friday 16th December 
End of Term 

 

Tuesday 3rd January 
Teacher Training Day 

School Closed to Students 
 

Wednesday 4th January 2023 
All Students Return to School 

Tile Cross Academy is pleased to announce that we have 154 students that 
have achieved 100% attendance this year. We are rewarding all students 
that get 100% attendance each half term with a postcard home. Attendance 
to school is extremely important as it allows every student to reach their 
full potential. 
 

If for any reason your child is not able to attend school, you 
must phone the school on 0121 566 6400 and let us know the 
reason why. 

100% Attendance Champions! 

Tile Cross Admissions arrangements are on our website and can be found here on this link click here. 
Birmingham School Admissions have facilitated a consultation on school’s proposed admissions arrangements for the 
2024/2025 Academic Year.  The Consultation period starts on Monday 28 November 2022 and will end on Monday 9 
January 2023.  
School Admissions website where your proposed admissions arrangements are published: Proposed admissions 
arrangements 2024/2025. Any comments on the proposed admission arrangements can be made here: Birmingham 
BeHeard 

Officially Gold! 

https://tilecross.academy/150/admissions
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/1063/determined_admissions_arrangements_2023/4
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/1063/determined_admissions_arrangements_2023/4
https://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/people-1/proposed-aa-2024-2025-1/
https://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/people-1/proposed-aa-2024-2025-1/


Visit to the  
University of Cambridge 

  

On 2nd November, ten high achieving pupils from years 10 and 11 
enjoyed an amazing visit to Newnham College at the University of 
Cambridge.  Newnham is the link college for Birmingham. The pupils 
learned a lot about the huge variety of courses available at UK 
universities and the advantages of taking a degree.  As well as a 
guided tour led by current students they also learned about the 
application process to Oxford and Cambridge and had a Q and A 
session with two undergraduates from Birmingham. 

It is a Tile Cross Academy tradition that our year seven   
pupils have a special Remembrance assembly as part of 
their     entitlement at the school.  It was led by Mr       
Mackintosh in his capacity as the head of our Army cadets 
and a veteran.  The pupils learned about the symbols and 
traditions that are used in the UK including the use of the 
poppy, the last post and reveille.  Reference was made to 
the Roll of Honour in Central Hall and the former pupils and 
teachers from the Central Grammar School who lost their 
lives in both World Wars.  The students also saw a video 
showing former pupils identifying the memorial to Captain 
JP Turner, a teacher from the school, who was killed in  
action at Passchendaele and has no known grave.  He is 
commemorated at Tyne Cot Cemetery in Belgium.   

Year Seven Act of  
Remembrance  

Pictured: Central Grammar School 1st 15 Rugby Team, 6 of them were killed in 
World War 1; Commemorative plaque still pride of place in Central Hall at TCA; in 
2015 a group from The International School went to the battle fields 
and found Lieutenant John Turner’s name at Tyne Cot Cemetery in  
Belgium 

Year 11 Geographers completed two days of fieldwork training to satisfy 
the requirements of their GCSE course. The first day was Physical          
Geography and consisted of a study of the River Cole running through 
Kingfisher Country Park, behind school.  The students too measurements 
to confirm the process that take place at a river bend.  The second day 
was Human Geography and compared different redevelopment and     
regeneration approaches at work in old industrial areas of Birmingham, in 
particular contrasting the area around Millennium Point with 
Digbeth.  The fieldwork was led by the Field Studies Council. 

GCSE Geography Fieldwork 

TCA Anti-Bullying Week 
Last week was Anti Bullying Week. At Tile Cross we will 
not tolerant any form of bully. Students have received 
assemblies about what to do if they feel they are being 
bullied. All staff have been trained on how to deal with 
these situations, but we realise that not all students want 
to talk to staff so they have been told about the online 
app TOOT-TOOT, which allows them to share their 
concerns anonymously. We are proud to be part of the 
Anti-Bullying Alliance at silver grade but are working 
towards the GOLD standard. 



  

Dania Khawaja, Zuenerah Khan, Anniyah Ali, 
Tiarnah Aiken, Sophie Simpson, Anuska 
Rankine, Zahraa Ahmed took part in the 
School Games indoor Athletics competition 
on Tuesday 1st November 2022. The girls 
finished in an impressive 3rd place, with 
some fantastic individual performances/
wins!  They were an absolute credit to the 
school and made us feel very proud!  

TCA Fantastic Football Reports 
The Year 10 boys football team played Small Heath in a cup fixture and 
were nothing short of superb. Compact in defence and charismatic in attack 
the boys wore the new TCA kit with passion and flair. The new kit has been 
kindly donated by Mr. Miller. Leo Pendleton slotted home after a great TCA 
attack and Tile Cross went it at the break a goal up. In the second half Small 
Heath equalised and in the dying minutes of the game TCA pushed for the 
winner. The final whistle blew, and the game ended 1-1. The game was to be 
decided in a nerve-wracking penalty shoot-out. The TCA players all held their 
nerve and slotted their penalties away and Kieran Lewis made an incredible 
save to win the shoot out for TCA. Into the next round. During the whole 
game the students were a credit to TCA , they demonstrated our character 
virtues of Respect, Resilience and Responsibility.  

Tile Cross Academy U12s scored an incredible last-minute stunner to ensure 
they start off their new cup campaign with a nerve-biting win on a chilly      
Monday  evening in Small Heath.  Unfortunately, things did not go to plan in the 
first half as Small Heath went 1-0 up after a defensive mix-up at the back. Despite 
conceding this early goal, the team rallied together at half time and displayed 
their TCA    character virtues of resilience, reflective and responsibility. TCA got a 
deserved equaliser through Aadam Hassan who unleashed a swerving shot 
through the hands of the opposition keeper. Incredibly, Small Heath retook the 
lead almost  immediately from the kick off. Not to be fazed by this, TCA equalised 
through Adam Ali via an excellent counter-attacking move before substitute Kai 
Kelly scored an incredible 20-yard free-kick in injury time to create pandemonium 
in the stands.  After a quick reshuffle due to a few injuries sustained in training, 
the manager also made the big call of leaving out Turay due to speculation that 
Aston Villa are in the hunt for his signature.  
 

TCA can certainly be proud of their players, and the team never looked in danger of being troubled by their South-Eastern       
counterparts. Whilst it's a bit early to be talking about lifting that coveted trophy, the win has got their fans optimistic that this is 
'going to be their year.' The team will now wait with excitement on who they will face in the next round. 

Small Heath 2 Tile Cross 2—Match decided on penalties Small Heath 7-6 
Tile Cross were well up for this one and they played some scintillating football in the 
early stages of the game and stormed into an early lead with well taken goals from 
Edivaldo Pinto and Fabrizio Merticaru, Tile Cross went into the break 2 goals up, it 
could have been more had it not been for some good goalkeeping and last gasp blocks 
on the goal line. Small Heath rallied and scored 2 after the break but Tile Cross        
withheld the pressure and had some great opportunities to take the lead again,     
however it was not to be. The cup game was to be decided on penalties.  
 

Each and every player stood as one and consoled each other as Small Heath went 
through on penalties. Although every player was hurting to go out the cup in this cruel 
way there was no blame on any individual and the players all looked after one        
another. This once again demonstrates the huge character our students have at Tile 
Cross Academy. 

School Games 
Indoor Athletics 

The year 9/10 girls Basketball team 
competed in the Birmingham School 
Games competition over at St Alban's 
Academy, and what a night it was!  
 

With some fantastic performances, 
including wins against our local rivals 
Cockshut Hill & St Albans, we finished 
in an impressive 3rd place!  
 

It was the first time the girls have played together, and they really rose to 
the occasion! They were an absolute credit to the school and made us   
extremely proud. A special shout out has to go to Trinnie & Salena! What a 
duo! It was amazing to watch them work so well together for the first time 
and scoring some impressive baskets! 
Year 9 Trinnie, Forry, Rianne, Shnela, Hala. Year 10 Salena, Awa, Barbara 

Girls Basketball 
Success 



 Each month we will be providing useful information to support 
parents with some of the important issues you may be facing 
at home. In this issue we are highlighting Parents guide to help 
keep children safe online. 


