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We are proud to announce that Tile Cross Academy has been named winners of ‘SCHOOL 

OF THE YEAR’ at the UK Social Mobility Awards 2020. 
 

Winners were announced at an amazing online ceremony last month which celebrates the 

significant achievements of schools who embed social mobility at the heart of everything 

they do to improve the lives of the young people they cater for. The Awards, which are 

sponsored by the Royal Air Force (RAF), received an impressive array of entries from across 

the UK and were evaluated by a pres(gious judging panel, comprising influencers from 

business, charity, poli(cs and the public sector. Tile Cross Academy beat five other finalists, 

Bodmin College, Reading School, Reigate Grammar School, Royal Grammar School, Christ’s 

Hospital School, to win the pres(gious (tle of ‘School of the Year’. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 30th November - 

Teacher Training Day 
 

Monday 9th - Friday 20th 

November -  

Year 11 Trial Examina.ons 
 

Wednesday 9th December -  

Year 11 Parents Evening 
 

Friday 18th December -  

                        End of Term 

School of the Year Winner 2020 

UK Social Mobility Awards 

The Awards recognise & celebrate the achievements of educa(onal establishments and business organisa(ons from across the 

country in their work they are doing to advance social mobility.  They are working towards the grand ambi(on that social mobility 

becomes embedded within schools and businesses, so that we finally make leaps forward in ensuring that  every child in the  

country has a chance to succeed, no ma=er the income of their parents. Whilst academic achievement will always be a priority for 

our school we recognise that this alone will not provide the means to drive social mobility for our students.    
 

The Social Mobility Commission’s 2019 report that: Extra-Curricular  Ac(vi(es, So@ 

Skills and Social Mobility’ clearly demonstrates that par(cipa(on in ac(vi(es    

beyond the classroom has great added value in a child’s development.  Not having 

access to or par(cipa(ng in these types of ac(vi(es is a significant restraint on 

social mobility.  The organisers for the Social Mobility Awards recognised how our 

school has transformed our curriculum and enrichment offer as a tool to drive 

social mobility.  The breadth and depth of our provision, its inclusive nature, and 

its strategic development made Tile Cross   Academy stand out when compared to 

schools facing similar challenges. 
 

Our children have excep(onal opportuni(es at Tile Cross 

Academy, many of which have been described in previous 

edi(ons of this newsle=er.  These are not the norm and our 

award gives na(onal recogni(on of this. Since 2014 we have 

secured grants worth over £600 000 to pay for ac(vi(es, 

curriculum experiences and equipment for our pupils.       

Children have travelled throughout Europe and  beyond and 

have experienced many life changing adventures.  



  

This term we are excited to be taking student leadership to the next level! 

We will be transi(oning from a student council to a student union, giving 

even more students the opportunity to have their say about what 

happens in our school community. We are looking forward to appoin(ng 

our four Head Teacher Ambassadors who will lead our student union to 

success for all Tile Cross Academy students.  

 

Our vision will provide students with leadership opportuni(es that 

will prepare them for life beyond school empowering them to use 

their voice to the benefit of themselves and others. We are shaping 

today’s students to be tomorrow’s leaders. 
 

What an exci(ng (me to be at Tile Cross Academy! 

House Competition  

Celebrations 
This term our students have had the opportunity to take part in some exci(ng House 

Compe((on’s. Modern Foreign Languages ran a poster compe((on during European 

Languages week. Na(onal Poetry day ignited the young poets at the school and there 

were some fantas(c poems entered. During Disability Awareness week the SEN faculty 

ran a House Compe((on and there were some very ar(s(c entries. Black History Month 

was celebrated by a House Compe((on ran by Miss Kuku and the Year 7’s got to delve 

into their family history in the Humani(es family tree project. Well done to all students 

who entered and earned house points. We look forward to more exci(ng House 

Compe((on’s next half term. 

Student Leadership 

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

Compe..on 

The Poetry 

Wri.ng 

Compe..on 

Guess the Poet 

Compe..on 

Disability 

Awareness 

Compe..on 

Black History 

Month 

Compe..on 

Humani.es Family 

Tree Project 

7C - Riham 

Almodares 

7I - Edivaldo Pinto 

7K - Beniamin 

Nutu 

7M - Thamana 

Rahman 

10I - Lucja 

Maliszczac 

11K - Abdul Haq 

11K - Marwah 

kadhim 

  

7K - Abdul Raziq 

11M - Aman 

Akhtar 

8K - June 

Oluwafikayomi 

  

7K - Molly Evans 

7K - Ben Nutu 

7K - Emma Coley 

11I - Moaiad 

Ababneh 

8I - Leah Shingler 

Taylor 

7I -Marie Lee 

7I - Eva May Roden 

7I - Shnela Salih 

7C - Trinny Gardener 

  

Well Done to all our students, who have joined us, to celebrate  

Libraries Week! Students have been reading books, by their        

favourite authors and have par(cipated in an adventure crea(on 

ac(vity, during Libraries Week. We have received some wonderful 

designs of the adventure story characters! 
 

Students can pop along to the library on a regular basis to change 

your books and take part in all of the ac(vi(es available to you. 
 

Read your way to success! 

Celebration of Libraries WeekCelebration of Libraries WeekCelebration of Libraries WeekCelebration of Libraries Week 



Our Gardening Project 
  

Black History Month 
As a rights respec(ng school  we were delighted to mark 

Black History Month throughout our departments at Tile 

Cross Academy this year!  Students learnt about the diverse 

and significant contribu(on of the black community to 

Bri(sh culture and explored the historic kingdoms and 

civilisa(ons linked to African culture. 

Our very own Ms Kuku represented black history each day 

by wearing an item related to black history each day.  

Students found their compe((ve spirits by iden(fying the 

item she was wearing each day.  There was certainly a buzz 

among the corridors!  Our overall winner for the 

compe((on was Leah Shingler-Taylor, with runners up 

being Moaiad Ababneh and Ka(e Mullaly. 
 

Well done to all par(cipants and of course our observant 

winners! 

We supported the Young Minds charity in school on ‘Hello Yellow Day’ 

this half term. As a school, we are working hard to support the 

emo(onal and physical wellbeing of our pupils through a variety of 

pastoral and whole school ac(vi(es. Our pupils spent their form (me 

designing bun(ng for their bases with posi(ve messages about how 

to make your-self feel good, and also advice for suppor(ng others. 

Pupils also had a challenge to support each other with acts of 

kindness, such as ‘asking someone if they need any help.’ 
 

We are promo(ng the 5 steps to wellbeing across the school 

community this term:  connect, be ac(ve, take no(ce, keep learning 

and give. Pupils are regularly being reminded to talk to staff if they are 

struggling and to use  online support such as Kooth, if they need 

further support.  

Year 7and 8 pupils have involved in the gardening project 

this half term  Pupils are there once a week, and they sow 

seeds such as peach, grass, radish, etc. They also dig the 

earth to plant strawberries and flowers. They are also  

learning what a plant needs to survive and being 

encouraged to create a bird feeders for their gardens. 

The group is also par(cipa(ng in looking a@er the 

chickens where they pick tomatoes and apples to feed 

them.   
 

 Whilst at the project, the pupils are developing their 

skills of team working, communica(on and problem-

solving.  

Year 7 Transition Update 
The year 7 transi(on has been a great success.  

We have seen some amazing projects completed in all 

subject areas. On the last day of half term the year 7s 

had their gradua(on assembly where they were award-

ed many great awards for excellent work and a=end-

ance. There are now new groups for the second half 

term and this will allow these groups to really push 

their learning to a new level. Keep working hard and 

developing your unique character. 

Mr Young  

Young Minds #HelloYellow  

on World Mental Health Day 



 Each month we will be providing useful informa(on to 

support parents with some of the important issues you 

may be facing at home. In this issue Rules for the new 

Na(onal Lockdown will be the focus. 

Schools will con.nue to stay open for the new Na.onal Lockdown taking place across England from Thursday 5th         

November.  Please see below a list of all the rules that households must adhere to over the coming weeks. 


