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The gala was held virtually for the second year running and hosted by comedian and 
writer, Toni Kent. The Awards celebrate the achievements of organisations who embed 
social mobility as a core business strategy; from recruitment and/or progression activity 
within their own workforce, supporting their local communities, or by influencing the 
debate amongst their stakeholders and competitors. 
 

Organisers and partners of the SOMOs recognise that social mobility not only benefits 

business, but society as a whole. By providing a platform to raise awareness of the 

importance of advancing social mobility, and celebrating best practice, the SOMOs are 

creating a movement of institutions passionate about making change happen. 

 

Important Message about Parking and School Traffic 

Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Monday 15th—Friday 19th 
November 

Anti-Bullying Week 
 

Monday 29th November 
Teacher Training Day  

School Closed to all Students 
 

Friday 26th November 
Flu Vaccination Day 

 

Friday 17th December 
End of Term 

Tile Cross Highly Commended 
by Social Mobility Awards 2021 

Tunde Banjoko OBE, Founder of The UK Social Mobility Awards, added: 
“We are delighted that the UK Social Mobility Awards shows that there           

continues to be positive activity being conducted across the country, as            

corporate Britain comes together to drive forward social mobility. However, as 

much as has been done, we still have significant work to do, as when it comes to 

social mobility, there is no limit to better. I’d like to congratulate Tile Cross     

Academy for being Highly Commended in the ‘School/College of the Year’ award, 

for the outstanding work they are doing in progressing the movement.” 

Lane, this means they are not acting in the best interests and safety of all our students. The 
complaints we receive suggest some cars are parked on the pavements, blocking pushchair/
wheelchair access as well as blocking drives of local residents and destroying the grass 
verges (see pictures). Recently a young man was knocked from his motorbike outside of 
school by drivers struggling to manage the school traffic. Thankfully he only suffered minor 

injuries, but this highlights the dangers and concerns of 
our local residents. There was also an incident of “road 
rage”, this is not an appropriate way to act and sets a poor 
example of role models to our students. Please take your 
time on the “school run” to avoid hasty accidents and park 
considerately on the school side of Gressel Lane to 
help our neighbours and show our students a good 
sense of community. 

Tile Cross Academy took home the 
Highly Commended in the ‘School/
College of the Year’ award from the 
UK Social Mobility Awards (SOMOs) 
ceremony. The SOMOs, now into 
their fifth year, were set up to         
recognise the people and institutions 
dedicated to leading the way in     
advancing social mobility in the UK. 

Our New Trophy! 

We like to encourage families to be active and healthy by walking to and 
from school, we appreciate that for some this is not possible. We would 
expect those that need to use a car to do so safely and sensibly, showing 
consideration for our neighbours and our students.  

Thankfully, many of you do.     
However, some show a lack of  
consideration for others when 
parking and driving along Gressel  



 

Year 11 Sports  
Ambassadors 

Our Year 11 sports ambassadors are a 
great help after school in the PE 
department, they help register 
students, set up activities and lead 
activities. They have been 
instrumental in our after-school 
club's programme. At break time on 
Friday 22nd October we thanked 
them by presenting them with TCA 
sports ambassador t-shirts and 
entering them in a raffle for 3 x £10 
amazon gift vouchers.  

On Wednesday 03/11/2021 TCA had visitors from Engineers Without 
Borders who held a STEM event: ‘ Water for everyone everywhere’.  
 

30 year 8 students participated in an event where they needed to develop 
a filter using various equipment. Students were enthusiastic and 
developed a plan, worked in teams and develop a water filter. They 
filtered very dirty water and managed to produce almost clear filtrate.  
 

The workshop was an opportunity to discuss the importance of 
sustainability and recycling. Our students were interested to 
hear information about the studies of Biochemistry and 
Engineering and the careers opportunity. Additionally, our 
students were asking about the upcoming jobs in industry such as 
Renewable energy production, Motor and Avio-Engineering   and 

upcoming STEM careers in Food and Pharmaceutical industry. The event was a success, 
an opportunity to work as a team member, solve problems, plan and develop a product. 

STEM: Water for everyone everywhere 

Character Days are pivotal moments in the school calendar 
offering a diverse range of opportunities for our children to learn 
about health and wellbeing, the wider world and relationships, 
careers and futures. As a Rights Respecting school, we are 
committed to offering all of our children as much scope to what 
effects them on a daily basis. Loudmouth Theatre Company 
performed to Year 8, with follow up workshops on consent, 
following up on our own work in Personal Development on 
consent and street safety. As a Voice 21 school, we promote oracy 
and literacy in equal measure. Years 7 and 10 had debating 
sessions and we had a series of visiting authors in to work with 
year 8s and 10s; Cliff McNish - writing ghost stories and Zohab Zee 

Khan writing for well-being as well as Alison 
Down, a well renowned performance poet.  
Year 9 worked with our PE department as 
part of our regular inter house competitions 
throughout the day and year 11 focused on 
careers and money management - key areas 
for these children as they prepare for post 
16 education and for adult life. Year 7 
worked with the Royal Navy and made 
rockets, firing them across the playground 
and usefully also took part in first aid session 
as well, although these were not necessary due to good aim and excellent designs. All 
in all, another excellent day. Our Character Days are a reason why we have an excellent 
reputation for enrichment, personal development and how we enhance and develop 
the character of our children. We recognise that learning is not all located in the 
classroom and that learning for life has to be rounded, fulfilling, broad and fun.  

Character Day 
Monday 18th October 

As part of our Nature Friendly Schools project the 
school has a new greenhouse to enhance our kitchen 
garden provision.  This will allow us to grow vegetables 
like sweet and chilli peppers, as well as                       
cucumbers.  The greenhouse was funded by the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award Diamond Fund.  

Our New Greenhouse 



  

Generation Green  
Connecting to Nature 
residential 

In September our school wellbeing leads took part in a 
24 hour residential camp at the Ravenstor Youth 
Hostel.  During the visit they searched for amazing 
examples of nature and found ear wigs, beetles, puff 
balls, and centipedes.  They also built shelters and 
made art work from natural material they had 
collected from the surroundings.  In the evening  they 
learnt how to start camp fires and told ghost stories 
whilst toasting marsh mallows and Star Bursts.  The 
trip finished with a walk exploring the Peak District 
National Park. 

Breast Cancer Now’s Wear it Pink day is one of the biggest fundraising 
events in the UK. On Friday 22nd October, TCA staff wore pink to help 
raise money to help researchers make life-saving breast cancer       
research and life-changing care happen. Staff donned pink tops, bows, 
socks and even dyed hair for the occasion.  
 

The Year 8 Senior Leadership Team and the Year 11 Community     
Leaders, wanted to do their bit to help the pursuit of the cure for this 
terrible disease.  They wanted to do this through the shared love of 
cake! Eat Cake for Cancer came to TCA - staff baked, brought, and 
bribed family members to bring cake for all to buy, appreciate and ride 
the sugar high!  
 

Thank you to everyone who did their ‘slice of the cake’ to raise funds 

for this incredible charity. TCA RAISED A FANTASTIC £302! 

Breast Cancer Now Wear it Pink and Cake for Cancer 

Tile Cross Football 

Year 7  
KESH 3 - 1 TCA 

 
Year 8  

KESH 3 - 0 TCA 
 

Year 9 
Small Heath 3 - 1 TCA 

The students who represented the school this week 
against KESH and Small Heath were a credit to them-
selves. They worked as a team and never let their heads drop. 
Their courage, determination, and resilience to keep going was 
testament to their pride in playing for Tile Cross Academy. It 
was a great pleasure to work with these students this week. 
Well done to each student that was involved.  



 

World Space Week 
A wide variety of activities was completed 
which included, Pupil and Staff Quizzes based 
on the theme of the Solar System which was 
Women in Space. Pupils , in particular the 
Year 7s had the opportunity to study about 
the Solar System in lessons and produced 
some really amazing work in class- where 
they studied about early ideas of the Solar 
System. In future weeks there will be an  
opportunity to have a Space Dome in school 
to further enhance the pupils knowledge of 
Space. 

Bryntail Cottage Reunion 

Eleven members of the school debating club 
attended the launch of the Debate Mate      
competition series for this academic year.  The 
prestigious event was held at the University of 
Birmingham.  Two of our pupils were brave 
enough to volunteer to take part in a       
demonstration debate in front of over 100   
other children from across the region.  The   
debating club starts on Thursday the 11th after 
school. 

Launch of  
Debate Mate  
West Midlands  
2021/22  

Former staff and students reunited at Bryntail cottage to reminisce and share 
happy memories of school trips to the cottage. Mr. Mackintosh the Chair of the 
Charity and Mr. Marano went to show support and see how the renovations 
are going. Thanks to charitable donations and grants awarded the                   
redevelopment will create 2 twin en-suite rooms for staff and 2 upgraded    
dormitories. There will be a new wash-block, a modernised kitchen, and the 
grounds will be landscaped to allow some camping.  

Libraries week and 
National Poetry Day 

Well done to all our students who helped us celebrate libraries 
week. Students have been reading their favorite books and 
joining in lots of reading activities and games in the library. We 
also celebrated National Poetry Day in the library as the       
pictures below show some of students showing off their work.  



 Each month we will be providing useful information to support 
parents with some of the important issues you may be facing at 
home. This month we would like to highlight our drop in coffee 
and conversation group for our SEND parent and carers….. 


