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UK Social Mobility Awards 2022 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
Mon 14th - Fri 18th November 

Anti-Bullying Week 
 

Friday 18th November 
School Photo’s for Year 7 + 11 

 
Friday 16th December 

End of Term 

For the third year running the school were 
finalists in the UK SOMOs.  In October we found 
out that we achieved a prestigious Silver Award 
in the School/College of the Year category. 
 

The UK Social Mobility Awards were set up to recognise organisations that are 
prioritising social mobility, for example through recruitment processes and progression 
programmes, outreach within the local community, or by developing innovative ways to 
create change. This year’s judges included a panel of esteemed leaders chaired by Sir 
Kenneth Olisa OBE.  The 2022 awards received the highest number of entries since they 
were launched in 2017. Entrants came from a range of industries including education, 
finance, law, media and retail. Business professionals from all over the UK attended the 
Awards Fundraising Gala in London to watch as the winners were announced. 
Businessman and former CEO of the Co-op Group, Steve Murrells OBE, was presented 
with the Outstanding Contribution to Social Mobility Award. 

In July 2019, we were awarded Sliver in the Rights Respecting Award from UNICEF. It's 
all about embedding the rights of the child within our school. We started our journey 
to Gold in September 2019. The pandemic seriously slowed down our approach and 
last month we finally had our Gold assessment.  
 

At the time of writing, we are awaiting the final   
result. What was clear from the examiner's visit, is 
that we are a school this is on a moral mission to 
include children and their rights, as set out by the 
United Nations, in every aspect of our school life. 
The children interviewed knew how best to support 
our award.  
 

They know we involve them in decision making and in making every opportunity     
available for them to develop a global conscious as well as understand their place in 
the world and how they can guide and improve it through British Values and through 
the rule of law. The children who supported the process were awarded with a movie 
morning and Mr. Austin, the lead teacher for the community group made sure they 
had a rewarding experience for all of their efforts. 
 

As soon as we know the results, due in late      
November, we will let you know.  

UNICEF Rights Respecting 
School Award 



  

In early October, Mr. Marano and Mr.    
Edmundson were approached by Nigel  
Williams and Graham Parker about holding 
a small reunion, no more than 40 former 
pupils, on Saturday 29th October.  
 

They agreed and started to support the two gents in making sure they had 
access to rooms around the site and we could do everything we can to make 
this an event to remember. Imagine the surprise when over 100 former   
pupils from Central Grammar, Byng Kenrick Grammar and the combined 
Central Byng Kenrick schools arrived in force.  
 

The predecessor schools are celebrated with our Houses, and we have      
welcomed at our opening in 2017, our new sports hall opening in 2019 and 
our jubilee celebrations in 2022 former pupils to help us celebrate these key 
events.  
 

We are also proud to be a core component in bringing Bryntail Cottage back 
into service. We know that many former pupils from Central and Byng     
Kenrick have fond memories of their visits and expeditions there and we 
know that our current cohort thrive both in rural and different                   
environments. The Bryntail Cottage Charity is refurbishing and improving the 
property to secure its legacy for another 100 years. The new charity will also 
widen access to other Birmingham schools and youth groups serving         
disadvantaged young people. 
 

So, we welcomed back all of these former pupils for 
a reunion and a visit of their old stomping ground! 
We also invited them to return to see us in action 
over the coming terms and we hope that the day 
celebrated their fond memories of their former 
schools in a right and fitting manner. We also look 
forward to running another one in the near future.  

Friends Reunion 

In the week before half term 30, year 10, pupils 
spent five days at the UK Sailing Academy at Cowes, 
on the Isle of Wight.  They completed the 
Sea.Change course which introduced them to a  vari-
ety of water based activities and pathways to careers 
in the maritime industry.  Over the duration of the 
course they tried yachting, keel boating,   dinghy 
sailing, powerboating, kayaking, stand up paddle 
boarding, crabbing, archery, and swimming. 

Year 10 Sea.Change 
Residential 

Four pupils have continued their journey 
to becoming Level 1 ski or snowboard         
instructors by attending weekly sessions at 
the Snowdome every Saturday with our 
partner charity Snowcamp.  Every week 
they improve their skills as well as         
completing an ASDAN qualification and 
learning about the snowsport                   
industry.  There are often VIP guests who 
join the candidates on the snow.  One      
recent guest was Jamie Barrow, the 
world’s fastest snowboarder.  https://
www.jamiebarrow.com/ 

Character Day 

The academic year’s first Character Day included many workshops 
and sessions that have become part of our pupils entitlement during 
their time at Tile Cross Academy.  This included Animals In Hands 
where pupils met a variety of reptiles, amphibians, and arachnids, 
the Royal Navy team who had year seven making and launching 
rockets, and Loudmouth who delivered a drama workshop and    
follow up sessions with year 10 about safe guarding and                
consent.  Other regular sessions included First Aid/CPR, Stop and 
Search, Precious Lives, and year nine GCSE option choices.  Year 
eight had a STEM workshop provided by Energy Quest.  New for this 
year was a STEM workshop called the Science of the Sewers           
presented by Severn Trent Water and which included an inflatable 
toilet. 

Snowcamp Graduate 

https://www.jamiebarrow.com/
https://www.jamiebarrow.com/


  

Howzat!? 
Selena Afzal in Year 10 represents 
Warwickshire at Cricket. Selina is a 
top performer and in a game   
during the summer season 
achieved the following bowling 
scores in a game against       
Shropshire,1 wicket for 4 runs in 
the 1st Innings and 5 wickets for 
12 runs in the 2nd innings. We are 
very proud of Selina’s          
achievements and wish her good 
luck for the upcoming winter    
season.  

Tile Cross Celebration of 
Libraries Week 
Well Done to all students, who have joined us, to celebrate 
Libraries Week!  
 

Students have been reading books by their favourite authors, 
from our ‘Lit In Colour’ collection. Maia, Zaina and Aminah 
presented their Poetry Competition. We have received some 
fantastic entries! Please pop along to the library for your next 
read!  

Fantastic Football 
In October, the Year 9 and 10 Girls football team 
and the Year 9 Boys Football team have              
represented Tile Cross Academy at the Small 
Heath tournament. 
 

They were all fantastic and showed great character 
in all of their games, supporting one another,    
respecting each other and the opposition and just 
being all round great students and teammates. 
Here are the team photos wearing their fantastic 
new kits donated by DT teacher Mr. Miller. I think 
you will agree they look great in true Tile Cross 
colours! 

TCA Poetry Winners 

Amelee Mills  
Kyle Baker 

David Adesanya 

You can read online too! Your log in will be the same as your school, 
computer log in.  https://tilecross.eplatform.co/ 
 

Click on the book that you would like to read. Finally, click ‘Borrow.’ 

Parents/carers of Year 7 were welcomed into Tile 
Cross Academy to meet the Year 7 team and form 
tutors to see how their children are settling in.  The 
move to Secondary school from Juniors can be 
daunting and a bit of a jump, but the Year 7 team of 
Ms. Hunt and Mr. Hanna were on hand to ensure 
that any questions that remained were    
answered and everyone had a chance to 
see just how well settled the Year 7s are as 
part of our Tile Cross Family.  

Year 7  
Settling 

In Evening 

https://tilecross.eplatform.co/


 Each month we will be providing useful information to support 
parents with some of the important issues you may be facing at 
home. In this issue we are highlighting what parents need to 
know about how to combat Online Bullying, in support of Anti-
Bullying week 14th—18th November 


