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Congratulations to all of our 2021 graduates! 
Well done to all students in the 2021 cohort! 
We’re delighted to announce yet another year of 
very successful GCSE results. This year our students 
achieved their best results ever! We thank all our 
staff, parents and especially our students for the 
huge amount of effort they placed on lessons, 
revision and engagement with remote learning, 
during another very difficult  school year. 

Below is our headline data for Summer 2021: 
 Progress 8 score +0.43 (up from -0.33 on our previous validated 

data) 
 49% (up from 41.1% on our previous validated data) of students 

achieved the new pass grade 4+ in both Eng & Maths 
 61% (up from 51.8% on our previous validated data) of students 

achieved the new pass grade 4+ in English 
 51% (Similar to 51% on our previous validated data) of students 

achieved the new pass grade (4+) in Maths 

All Tile Cross Academy students are    
representatives of their school.      
However, two of our Year 11s, Sepehr 
Saadat and Jameel Tahir, have already 
started their year by not only            
representing Tile Cross Academy, but 
also all of the West Midlands Sea     
Cadets, when they met with the Earl of 
Wessex, on Thursday 16th September.   
 

This meeting marked the launch of Youth Organisations in Uniform West                              
Midlands (YOUMW): a partnership of uniformed youth organisations working             
together in order to make it easier for every child to participate and become part of an 
organisation which allows them to, in different ways, develop their confidence,         
competence and life-skills, so that they can create a more vibrant future, for            
themselves, and for their country.  

Dates for your Diary 
 

October 
ADHD Awareness Month 

 

Friday 8th October 
Teacher Training Day 

School Closed to all Students 
 

Monday 25th October to Friday 
29th October—Half Term 

 

Monday 29th November 
Teacher Training Day 

School Closed to all Students 

Forename Surname 
No. of Top 

Grades 5 to 9 

Mahedy Basher 8 

Azaan Deen 7 

Muhammad Sagar Ali 6 

Abdul Ahmed 5 

Isaac Ajaaz Hamid 5 

Krithiga Mathiyalagan 5 

Moaiad-Abdulah-Kh Ababneh 5 

Mahfooz Thaha 5 

Mursil Murtaza 5 

Some of our top performing students from Summer 2021 

‘Taking that first step towards seizing the opportunities you are given is always hard’ Sepehr says, ‘however, once you take 
it, you will have changed the course of your life for the better, and one day you can look back and be proud of who you 
were and who you’ve become, proud of the choice you made that momentous day. So, summon up the will and work 
around your obstacles to utilize every opportunity that is offered to you, for I’m sure you will never regret having done the 
right thing. Let that momentous day be today.’  
 

Jameel says, “I really appreciate Tile Cross Academy, and everything that it does for its students – having been here since 
year 7, I know that neither I, Sepehr, or any of our friends would have had the chance to do half as many of the things 
that we have, had our school not been so socially mobile, and caring towards the development the characters of their   
students.”   

Students meet the Earl of Wessex 



  

Welcome to the amazing  
new Year 7 class of 2026! 

Vegetables grown in the school garden 
are now being used to make meals in 
Food Technology.  In an example of 
‘farm to fork’ garlic, onions, and 
tomatoes have been planted, harvested 
and cooked by pupils.  

First Crops from the  
School Garden 

From Creative Technology, English, Maths and to test out their orienteering skills. 
All the students got to meet and spend quality time with their form tutor, Head of 
year and meet new people and get to catch up with some old friends. The pupils 
had to opportunity to spend the first two weeks getting to know the school and 
moving around. As we have moved into the first half term pupils have now 
moved into their teaching groups allowing them to build stronger relationships 
with peers and staff and to work in teaching groups. Year 7 are now in the great 
position to attend as many Enrichment activities as they wish with our wide and 
varied opportunities and have many exciting events this year.  
 

For example: Sports day, Rewards 
Events and Celebrations in 
Assembly each week. I cannot wait 
to see these young individuals 
develop and grow into the mature 
and responsible youngsters we 
know they can become!  
Mrs. Gascoyne, Head of Year 7 

4 Day Residential at the UK Sailing Academy 
Over that last weekend of September 49 lucky 
Year 8s and 9s travelled to Cowes on the Isle of 
Wight for a watersports adventure!  Whilst there 
they took part in sailing, kayaking, raft building, 
and keel boating as well as jumping off a jetty 
into the sea and generally having fun in the 
water. 

Paula the school Guinea Pig 
has enjoyed eating the  
carrots grown by students 
in her new hutch!  

Our new Year 7’s have settled in well to Tile Cross      
Academy. It all started on Friday 3rd September, they had 
amazing settling in day with lots of fun activities on offer. 
They had the opportunity to get to really see and         
experience some of the amazing subjects we have to 
offer.  



  

This was my first summer school residential 
trip, I accompanied 9 Key Stage 4 students to 
the UK Sailing Academy to the Isle of Wight. 
Accompanied by Mr. Stawera from the City 
Year Mentor team, we were both excited, 
anxious of the responsibility of our students 
and keen to overcome the fact we both have 
a fear of water! 
 

On our arrival, we were welcomed by UKSA team, and briefed about the week’s activities. That evening, the UKSA team 
asked pupils to do a water introduction activity, it was so much fun it convinced me to join in despite my fears. I spoke to the 
UKSA team leader, and he advised me to watch each activity first then I could decide to join in or not. Before I knew it, I had 
joined in all the activities I could, and I had developed a love of water!  
 

For the students, the UKSA programme tailored a variety of water-based activities which were engaging and inspiring in 
many ways such as building confidence, broadening horizons as well as developing life skills. They also provided sessions 
where students had the opportunity to explore a variety of courses in career progression in the maritime industry. We 
experienced going on different boats and ships, including stand-up paddle boarding, kayaking, water-based team games 
and Yacht sailing. All our students were so well mannered, respectful, willing to learn, passionate, and showed perseverance 
to complete all the tasks. Their teamwork was amazing, they looked after and supported each other, but were equally 
competitive. I loved watching our students building their skills. I want to say, it was great to see them increase their 
communication & social skills through the range of water-based activities & through spending a week together. Ms. Zeshan
                                                                                                                                                               

Summer School on the Isle of 
Wight with UKSA  

Tile Cross Summer School for Staff 
The Year 6's were amazing - making new 
friends and excited at the activities on offer for 
them. It was an amazing experience for them.  

Mrs. Bowden 

The Snowdome was an exciting         
adventure! Our students really enjoyed 
themselves and behaved perfectly.  
Mr. Hanna 

As a first time participant of the summer school, I would like to say 
how impressed I was by the behavior and attitude of the   students 
I accompanied to the Snowdome. It was a pleasure getting to 
know them outside of the school setting and I was genuinely   
humbled by their excellent behavior and their ‘can do’ attitude. 
Ms. Orchard 

29 lucky pupils spent five days at the UK 
Sailing Academy as part of the Sea Change 
programme.  They took part in a variety of 
water-based activities whilst learning 
about careers in the maritime industry.   

Great British Summer School 
Year 7 pupils who attended   
summer school took part in their 
own Great British Bake Off   
competition cooking brownies 
and fairy cakes to take home. 

Summer of Excitement at Tile Cross 



  

An amazing team of pupils worked on 
this project and made excellent progress 
in one week. Engineers in the making. 
The team collaborated well and were a 
pleasure to work with.  

Greenpower 
Electric Car  

Summer School  
Bikeability 

Everyone of our new Year 7s who attended 
summer school was able to complete a 
session of Bikeability cycle training.  For 
some it was the first time they had ever 
ridden a bike! 

For one week pupils came together to form a military style band by 
learning to play the drums, flutes and even the saxophone!  By the end 
of the week they could play Men of Harlech, We will Rock You, and 
Tequila! 

Summer School Band Camp 

Our new year sevens got a head start in art during 
our two week summer school.  Mrs. Gray and 
Miss Thompson helped them create a number of 
different styles based on the work of famous   
contemporary artists.  Much of this work is now 
on display in the Martineau building. 

Summer School Art  

Drama with  
Birmingham Rep 
For one week in August a professional director 
from The Birmingham Rep worked with pupils to 
produce a piece of drama of their own making 
which they then performed in front of the 
headteacher and our new year seven pupils at 
the end of the week.  

Summer of Excitement at Tile Cross 

The team have been continuing with the project after school on Thursdays as part of the TCA enrichment program and  
looking to do a test run of the car before October half term with the aim of racing against other schools at a racetrack. The 
team - Lucja Maliszczak (Year 11), Nia Sibly (Year 11), Connor Jones (Year 9), Dylan Jones (Year 8) Muhammed Isharab (Year 
8), Charlie Lyons (Year 9) , Umar Siad (Year 9). Well done Team!  
Mr. Miller (Engineering Teacher) 



 Each month we will be providing useful information to 
support parents with some of the important issues you may 
be facing at home. This month includes tips to support with 
mental wellbeing through nature 


