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At Tile Cross Academy and throughout Washwood Multi Academy Trust we use Voice 21 for Oracy in the 
classroom. Teaching Oracy gives our students the skills of effective communication. As October is Black 
History Month we are using resources from Voice 21 to teach Oracy and educate on this important 

subject. It is a chance to celebrate the accomplishments of Black Britons 
throughout history and uncover perspectives and narratives that have long been 
ignored. Black history is British history and should be embedded within the 
curriculum all year round rather than something that sits alongside it. However, the 
month offers an additional space to spotlight and celebrate Black history and 
culture. The 2022 theme for Black History Month is ‘Time for Change: 
Action Not Words’, with the message that to improve the future we need 
to come together to achieve a better world through action. 

Dates for your Diary 
 

October 
Black History Month 

ADHD Awareness Month 
International Walk to School Month 
National Bullying Prevention Month 

 

Wednesday 5th October 
Open Evening 

Year 7 Settling In Evening 
 

Friday 7th October 
Teacher Training Day 

School Closed to all Students 
 

Wednesday 12th October 
Year 11 Settling In Evening 

 

Mon 24th—Fri 28th October 
Half Term School Closed 

Black History Month at Tile Cross Academy 

The first set of external exams since 2019 caused more than a few flutters in the days 
leading up to Thursday 25th August 2022. Waiting for GCSE results can be a             
nerve-wracking time for your teen. It can also be a stressful time for families too. From 
a school point of view, t’s been a difficult year for the people sitting the exams. 
They’ve been sitting exams for the first time and have done extraordinarily well. It’s 
great testament to their resilience and their focus.  
 

Ensuring that your child has access to a world-class education, and they have as many 
opportunities as possible is our mission.  Every year, as Tile Cross Academy,  up until 
the pandemic we’ve been closing the attainment gap. 2022 saw the gap close a little 

Year 11 Celebrations at Tile Cross 

We have seen an uplift in English and maths and children sitting exams achieved more grades 4 and 5 than 
ever before. We also had a record number of children achieving 7+ grades across a range of subjects,     
English, maths, science as well as    creative and other academic subjects.  
 

As you can see from the photos, we had a huge number of happy children who are now well into their   
studies at A level, higher BTECs and apprenticeships with the results they deserve and having been given 
the currency they need to move on to their futures.  



  

Duke of Edinburgh Trip 
After two postponements last term the 
Bronze and Silver groups finally did their 
expedition in September. We went to 
Cannock Chase for a mixture of challenging 
and straightforward navigation and a night of 
camping. The weather was with us - not too 
hot and not too cold, with the sun making an 
appearance on both days and the rain 
holding off. Day 1 saw some groups going off 
track a little but the campsite was reached in 
good time and dinner was cooked on the 
trangias. After a good night the groups 
successfully navigated their way to the finish 
point. Well done to everyone for a really 
good weekend. Thanks to Mr. Young, Mr. 
Sofian, Ms. Evans and Mr. Mackintosh for 
coming out to assist me.  
Mrs Bowden 

TCA Character 
Update 
Our Character Development programme 
develops students' character in lessons, 
around school and during Enrichment    
activities.  
 

We believe this is crucial to the                
development of each student to enable 
them to become a well-rounded individual 
and lead a successful happy life.  
 

Well done to the Year 8's current Year 9's 
who achieved the most Character points 
last academic year. They have won our 
Character Rhino award which symbolises 
Character at TCA. This academic year we 
will be awarding the Character Rhino 
Award to form groups, year groups and 
students who achieve the most character 
points.  

Army Cadet Camp 
In July six senior cadets travelled to Barry 
Buddon camp in Scotland to join Solihull 
School Combined Cadet Force on their eight-
day camp.  The week involved a mixture of 
military and adventurous activities including: 
 

 Assault Course 
 Rifle shooting 
 An overnight tactical exercise 
 Coasteering, mountain biking and rock 

climbing 
 Paintballing 

 

We were also joined by Sergeant Major    
Ronan from Lawrence High School in the USA 
who is one of our hosts when our cadets visit 
Fort Devens, in America, every June. 



  

Amazing TCA Students! 

Boarding School Bonus  
Well Done to Badr Badr and Sepehr Saadat 
for taking their fully funded boarding school 
sixth form places at Marlborough College 
and Radley College respectively. This is 
through our partnership with the charity 
Royal National Children’s Springboard 
Foundation and 110% bursaries are        
approximately £100,000 each over 2 years. 

Bursary Success  
Congratulations to Humaira Savari and Noor 
Mohssine Elaamani for starting on fully funded 
sixth form places at our partner school, Solihull. 
These places are extremely competitive and cover 
the full fess of over £15,000 a year. 

Macmillan Charity Cake Sale 
Staff and students came together to raise money for those living with Cancer by 
partaking in the Macmillan Bake Sale. Thank you to those who brought in cakes to 
sell; who bought cake to eat and those who donated generously.  We raised £200! 

UK Sailing Academy 
In September 46 year eight and nine pupils had a four-day 
adventure on the Isle of Wight where they were able to try 
dinghy sailing, kayaking, keel boating, and stand up paddle 
boarding, as well as a range of evening activities.  Through 
generous grant funding the parental contribution for this 
amazing trip was kept at £10.  The full cost would have 
been over £400. 

Debate Academy is a friendly, immersive summer school for 14 to 18 year olds. It offers top-quality coaching in debate to all 
ability levels, delivered by some of the best coaches and debaters in the world. Whether students have little or no             
experience or are getting ready for trials for their national debating team, this summer school has something to offer.  It is 
residential and held at a boarding school during the summer holidays.  The cost is over £500 but funded places are          
available.  This year our year 11 pupil, Sepehr Saadat, was awarded a fully funded place. ‘Debating Camp was amazing, it 
was extremely helpful and now I feel much more confident in taking up debating. If the chance presents itself, I may even try 
to go next summer!’ 

Little did we know that when we 
welcomed 2022’s Year 7 we were also 
welcoming legend in the making Zain 
Amer, a Kickboxing Champion! He is 2 
time British Champion and –35kg 
BLCC Midland Area Champion, and is 
currently preparing for the ICO World 
Championships in Hungary this 
month. We could not be prouder of 
Zain’s achievements and are so 
excited to follow him on his 
Kickboxing journey. Good Luck Zain! 

English Speaking Union Debate Academy 

Kickboxing 
Champion 



  

Marching down Eton’s High Street, battered by the scorching sun and worn out by the 
long journey behind and ahead, it seemed that the journey had no end in sight. The 
small town felt like an endless warren. Yet this was the beginning of a journey which I 
could not imagine, even in my dreams!  
 

I won’t bore you with the details, but going to Eton College was one hell of a journey 
right from when Jameel and I left the house: having to change 3 trains is no big deal for 
adults, but for two 16-year-olds like us it was something totally new; “we’re adults 
now!” we laughed together; missing a train felt stressfully adventurous – it pushed me 
to interact with total strangers and built up my confidence for the coming week… 
 

Eton was beautiful. Seeing the faintly familiar place made me smile, not because of the College itself 
but because I remembered my peers from before; I was greeted and embraced by those same old 
friends whom I had the pleasure of sharing 4 hours of the first day with one year ago. I know, I know, it 
sounds silly, but if you go out there and talk to people, leave your comfort-zone even if for just a few 
minutes, you’ll make friendships which can withstand the test of time and all in between. 
 

In Eton, the only boring things were the first two tours. That’s it. The classes were engaging; the     
teachers were open, kind, and energetic; the activities were numerous and fun; the people – from all 
the staff to all my peers – were all so supportive, open, and friendly that everyone was in tears when 
we were saying goodbye on Friday. The week made us feel like we’ve known each other for years.  Oh 
and I cannot emphasise the interactivity and usefulness of the Life Skills classes enough, they passed as 
quickly as a breeze despite taking up over 3 hours of our day.  

 

Though perhaps I’m exaggerating a bit; Gabriel García Márquez says, “the heart's memory eliminates the bad and magnifies 
the good” so, to make sure, let me ask Jameel: “I really loved the whole experience. Meeting new people and learning new 
life skills was something so fun and memorable; I struggle to find the right words to fully express it.”   – Jameel Tahir 
 

Fortunately, the activities were numerous and fun: tennis; 
swimming; making an Eton Mess; the careers lecture (yes! A 
lecture was actually helpful and interesting!); the food; the 
fancy last lunch; the Talent Show; even the presentations we 
had to give at the end. Though most memorable of all were 
the BBQ and Disco on Thursday night – never in my life did I 
think I could dance, let alone so much. The week ended far 
too fast, yet we have all kept in contact with each other, 
made group chats, exchanged numbers and written para-
graphs of gratitude for one another other, so the journey 
has not ended there. 
 

I cannot emphasize how fun the experience has been and I 
am extremely grateful to have had the chance to attend, I 
implore all the future Year 10s to: 1. Beg Mr. Mackintosh to 
let you go, and 2. To adopt a growth mindset and seize your 
every opportunity. 
 

Special thanks to Mr. Mackintosh for making this all possible.  
Sepehr Saadat  

The TCA Rapid Electric car is now functioning. A 
few tweaks along the way, including re-wiring. 
The team have been resilient on the journey and 
have shown fantastic levels of determination to 
get this project finished. The electric car was 
built in MG03 and led by Mr. Miller with          
fabulous support from the creative Technology 
and Performing Arts departments. 
 

The Team consisted of Dylan Jones, Connor 
Jones, Charlie Lyons, Lucja Maliszczack, Nia Siby 
(y11), Muhammed Isharab and Hayley Busst. An 
amazing team and well done. There are a couple 
of events that the TCA Rapid will feature in this 
academic year so watch this space. Once again 
Creative Technology Faculty leading the way! 

TCA Electric Car 

Student Article: Eton Summer School 



 Each month we will be providing useful information to support parents 
with some of the important issues you may be facing at home. In this 
issue we are highlighting what children need to know about online      
bullying, to support National Bullying Prevention Month. 


