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4th January 2022 
 

Dear Parent/ Carer                                                                                     Updated Changes to Government Advice – Covid-19 
 

Happy New Year and thank you for your continued support in these challenging times. I hope you all managed to have 
a relaxing break over the holidays. At Tile Cross are committed to providing the best education possible for your child, 
while securing the health and safety of our whole school community. Thank you for continuing to follow public health 
guidelines and encouraging your children to do the same. 
 

Start of New Term Plans 
 

REMINDER - After the Holidays Tile Cross Academy will re-open on a phased approach from Wednesday 5th January 2022. 
Following guidance published by the Department for Education, we have had to make some adjustments to the dates 
and times students return to school at the start of January.  

  

As the new term begins all secondary schools are being asked to 
undertake two lateral flow tests with students: one on students first 
day back at school and the other 3-5 days later. It is hoped that this 
will help boost testing participation and reduce transmission after a 
period of social mixing during the holidays. To help with this process 
year groups will begin a gradual phased return to school in January to 
allow us to undertake the asymptomatic testing of all students and 
staff before teaching can fully begin.  
 

We will be referring to our original lists for consenting to tests received 
from parents in September. Please email enquiry@tilecross.academy if 
you have changed your mind since September, indicating your 
preference.  

 

After the start of the new term it is strongly encouraged that students 
continue  to test twice weekly at home and to report all results to NHS 
Test and Trace. Packs of lateral flow tests can be collected as needed 
from our school reception. 

 

Compulsory Wearing of Face Coverings 
 

At the start of the new term, from 5th January 2022 it will now be COMPULSORY for students and staff at Tile Cross 
to wear face coverings in ALL areas of school. This means students in all year groups and staff MUST wear face 
coverings in corridors and on the playgrounds before and after school, at break and lunch and now in ALL classroom 
environments.  The advice on face coverings in classrooms will be in place until Wednesday 26th January, when the 
government will be will be reviewing restrictions. We will keep you informed as recommendations change.  
 

Face coverings must be plain in colour and can be in the form of a disposable or reusable cloth design. Patterned, 
personalised or offensive face coverings will not be allowed in school. Face coverings cannot be provided by the school. 
 

 
 

Face coverings are only effective if they are used and handled in the correct way. Safe wearing of face coverings 
requires sanitising and cleansing of hands before and after touching – including to remove or putting them on. 
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Between each use face coverings must be disposed of in bins or stored safely in individual, sealable plastic bags.   Face 
coverings must never be shared. At the end of each day please ensure disposable face masks are thrown away in a bin 
and reusable masks are thoroughly washed and dried. Please discuss with your child how to use face coverings correctly. 
If your child is exempt from wearing face coverings, please make contact with your child’s Head of Year as soon as 
possible. 
 

Changes to Isolation Periods 
 

Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test result for 
COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason.  
 

Students and Staff who have tested positive may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. 
Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test 
must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. If both these test 
results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative 
test result and return to your education setting from day 8. 
 

Changes to Daily Testing for Close Contacts of COVID-19 
 

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, identified as 
a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for seven days and continue to attend their 
setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms at any time. 
 

REMEMBER: Students should not attend school if they have coronavirus symptoms or have tested positive for Covid-19.  It 
is important that all families follow guidance carefully. We require your full support in all measures we put in place and will 
keep you posted if restrictions change 
 

Thank you for your support in these continuing challenging times. Please remember to follow both the school and public health 
guidance to keep everyone learning safely. 
 

Yours sincerely  

   
Mr Paul Marano – Headteacher  
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